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De varMont. 



Emily to Dorothy. 

« 

Sr. Cyr, 6th July, 4 in the morning. 

He invited me to breakfaft, offering 
me a glafs of pure water, a feiw cher- 
ries, and a (lice of brown bread. 1 faw 
him eager to attend on his fervant. But 
if he had not expreffed the moft lively 
intereft for my welfare, what fhould I 
have been able to fay to hini? Nothing 
fliort of the repeated marks of his be- 
nevolence could have infpired me with 
fuffi'cieht. courage to enter into thofe 
' explanations which I found it neccflary 
io give* him. 

Vol. II. S 
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•" Sir," faid I to him, ** unlefs you 
confine to your own bofom thofe im- 
perfeft difctofures which I find it ne- 
xeflaryto.make to you '* 

'" And why imperfeft difclofures ?** 
Taid he, haftily interrupting me. 

" Becaufe my fate is too dreadful to 
relate/' replied I. " Alas ! what an 
alleviation it would be to me in my mif- 
fortunes, if they were of fuch a nature 
as to allow me, without fhuddering 
.with horror,, to give you a full and cir- 
cumllantial detail of them ! Eut at lead 
it is not I who have rexifon to blufli for 
thofe fecrets which I am obliged to 
•" conceal from you: — tio ! I folemnly 
fwear to you, it is not on me that the 
iham.e falls. And you may give credit 
to my affertion ; for though difliraula- 
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lion may on fome occafions be allow- 
able, I know that perjury is in every * 
inftance unpardonable. — You fhall hear 
as. much of my misfortunes as it is pof- 
fible for me to difclofe : — pleafe never- 
thelefs to recolleft that this confidence^ 
limited as it muft neceffarily be, (till re- 
quires inviolable fecrecy on your part. 
A fingle word may ruin me — a fingle 
word may enable my enemies to trace 
my flight : and I know them to be ca- 
pable of coming even to this fpot, and 
tearing me away from the obfcure but 
peaceful life which you give me reafon 
to expeft w4th you. — Sir," continued 
I, " the unjuft hatred with which my 
relatives have perfecuted me, has been 
the fource of all my misfortunes." 

" The blind frienddiip of mine," cri- 
{Cd he, " has nearly ruined me." 

B 2 
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They attempted to make me a 



nun. 



** They fucceeded in making me a 
^rieft." 

" I efcaped — excufe me from tell- 
ing by what means— from the convent 
where their avaricious cruelty hoped to 
bury me:*' 

" I was unable to efcape from the fe-^ 
minary where their ambitious tender- 
nefs kept me confined/' 



*^ A man into whofe power a crime 
had put me, bafely topk advantage of 
my diftrefs,, and. endeavoured to feduce 



me. 



This laft difclofure appeared to make 
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a powerful impreflion on the generous 
young man to whom I was relating my 
•ftory. The increafe of my misfortunes 
more ftrongly interefted him : all his re- 
maining cheerfulnefs immediately va- 
nifhed. He fighed, Dorothy — he re- 
collefted himfelf — and with a grave 
tone faid to me 

" That a man, dazzled, tranfported 
with the firft fight of your beauty, fhould 
be unable to repel defire, — and that 
defire foon gives birth to hope, — is 
what I can well conceive. ►—But that, 
after having heard you fpeak — after 
having felt the nearer efFeft of thofe 
virtuous charms which are equally con- 
fpicuous in your modeft difcourfe, your 
decent demeanour, and every feature of 
your angelic countenance, — that, after 
having admired the winning graces of 

B3 
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your ingenuous candor, he fliould not 
feel his niind deeply imprefled with, 
that refpeft which your innocent at- 
traftions demand, — that he (hould ftill 
.continue to harbour guilty defigns, and 
madly hidulge the hope of fuccefs,— 
that indeed is what furpaffes my com- 
prehenGon. — Let me, however, not in- 
terrupt your narrative : — - proceed /' 

* # 

" He endeavoured to feduce me. A 
rjew crime refcued me from his hands, 
and has thrown me into yaurs, which 
cannot but be innocent and pure/' 

*' They have hitherto been fo," cried 
he, " and fhall ever continue the 
.fame." 

** At prefent I do not poflefs the 
fmalleft remnant of thofe numerous ad- 



\ 



EfltflLY' Ue varmont*. 7 

l^^ntages with which fortune had for ^ 
while indulged me. There no longer 
exifts for me any faftmily connexion — - 
I have even loft my very, name.*' 

** Here,'^ rephed he with his former 
good humour, ** you may find name^ 
enough : I have the whole calendar by 
heart. ' Let's fee "— let us • choofe one 
the moft worthy of you — the fofteft, 
the fweeteft, the fineft in the whole lift 
—Julia, for inftance. —-Julia ? — no I 
that would be too great a trefpafs on 
all the rules of propriety: Julia is too 
fine a name for the niece of a poor 
country prieft : — the vicar-general 
Would complain of it. We can no 
other wife efcape cenfure than by ufing 
the diminutive— let your name then 
be Juliette ; but be not uneafy on that 
fcore i for not a hair on your head will 

B4 
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8 EMlI-Y PS VAR>IONT. 

grow the worfe in confequence of it.*-^. 
This day/' continued he, " you fhall 
not bear a part in my little domeftic la- 
hours : — thp day of your arrival is a ho- 
liday, ahd I invite you to devote it to 
reft. If you prefer it neverthelefs, you 
may ^mufe yourfelf in examining the 
di/Ferent parts of your nev^r habitation. 
For my part, it is wilb regret I quit you : 
but I muft go perform fome little works 
in my garden which require my imrae^ 
diate attention." 

AlthoHgh, Dorothy, the behaviour 
aad fitu^tion of this young man equally 
tend ,to inf^lre me with confidence, I 
neverthelefs acknowledge that I have 
ftijl fome reafon to be uneafy. My 
^ars have very much deceived me, or I 
fevcral times in the courfe of the even- 
ing heard my new uncle repeat the 



EMILY :Q£ VAUMONT. 9 

words " Priefts ought to be married/* 
It was, I grant, in a low voice that he 
pronounced the phrafe, which is at lead 
fomewhat fingular: but at the end of 
fupper he fpoke it more diftinftly, and, 
fuddenly ftarting up from table, ran into 
an adjoining apartment, whence he 
brought a bafs viol, on which he played 
for fome time, but with an abfent air, 
and deeply immerfed in thought. 

It was now growing late, and yet my 
uncle fhowed no inclination to put an 
end to his mufic, I thought it my duty 
to wilh him a good night. — Too much 
occupied with his own thoughts to 
make me a reply, hcmechanically rofe 
from his feat, and, without uttering a 
fyllable, but ftill continuing to'^play on 
his bafs, conduced me to the door of 

B 5 
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the little apartment which was deftitied 
for my bed-chamber. 

It is here, my dear Dorothy, that I 
have to acknowledge a ftriking inftance 
of my weaknefs. On feeing myfelf be- 
tween four naked walls hardly covered 
"with white-wafti — in a kind of cock- 
loft — the whole furniture confifting of 
a" mean pallet bed without curtains, 
three chairs with fcarce a rufli remain- 
ing in their feats, a worm-eaten table, a 
fragment of a looking-glafs, and the 
fliattered remains of a kneeling defk, — 
I could not help (bedding a few tears. 
Fool that I was ! is not peace of mind 
the moft valuable of all bleffings? and 
does that depend- on the vain decoration 
of the apartments which we inhabit ? 
Is not the moft humble cottage, while 
it fcreens us from* the vices of the rich — 
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is It not a thoufand times preferable to 
their pompous palaces, where all the 
bafe and cruel paflions revel without 
controul ? It is — I know it by experi- 
ence — an experience which was pain- 
ful in the firft inftance, but now affords 
me a pleafing reverfe. For feveral 
weeks paft, tormented by a thoufand 
anxieties beneath a gilded roof, I could 
not clofe my eyes without terror: laft 
night in a garret I enjoyed a peaceful' 
fleep : and' this morning at the break 
of day, with my mind difengaged, my 
memory frefh, my imagination calm and 
colle6led, I fit down ^ to give you an ac- 
count of the evenlS'iof yefterday, with- 
out fearing thfe irtquifitiv<j eyes of any 
defighihg enemy, aii'd fully perfuaded 
that fbe^re is^ho di^cumftancein my new 
frtnation but muft excite a tender inter-; 
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eft, or an anxious curiofity, in the bo- 
fom of my fitter. 

But tell me, I pray you, my dear 
Dorothy, what do you think of that 
frequent exclamation of my uncle, at 
which I am ftill fo much aftoniflied, that 
I could find no great difficulty in per- 
fuading myfelf that I muft have mifl'ak- 
en his words ? — What ! can a prieft 
have paffions, like other men? Will 
not my honour, as well as my life, be 
in perfeft fafety in^preibytery? Or do 
I. blindly .and hallily jndulg^ an ill- 
founded hope ? AiAit'lpiftaken in fup- 
pofing my misfortuiae^ at an end ? Ah, 
Bovile ! thou who froip the abode of. 
the blfiffed niuft ftili look down with 
pleafure oh thy Emily who; cherifhes 
thy virtues in fond remembrance,,-— 
generous Bovite, . do thou from heaven. 
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whence thou canft watch over her 
fate, — do thou proteft thy bride, com* 
padionate her diftreflfes, and guide her 
fteps into the paths of fafety t Through 
what dreadful ftorms of perfecution and 
fuffering have her unrelenting enemies 
driven her to this harbour, where (he 
begins, perhaps with too great a degree 
of confident fecurity, to enjoy a deceit^ 
ful calm which is to be of (hort dura* 
tion ! 
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Emily td Dorothy. 

Five in the afternoon. 

My dear Dorothy, my apprehenfions 
are entirely removed. This morning, 
ais foon as I made- my appearance, my 
uncle ran to meet me, and accofted me 
in thefe words — 

•' My good niece, as it may happen 
that the indifcreet curiofity of many of 
our neighbours will foon importune you 
with embarraffing queftions, you muft 
be made acquainted with the family of 
which you are become a member. Jc- 
rom Sevin, the father of your uncle, is 
neither more nor lefs than fuperinten- 
dant of the health of the quadrupeds in 
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his village. His anceftors, for upwards? 
of a century paft, have been the fole 
farriers and horfe-doftors in the pariih 
of Nanterre. And heaven probably in- 
tended me alfp to fucceed in turn to the 
family employment of (hoeing and phy- 
ficking the Rozinantes of the furround- 
ing diftrift. Alas ! in lucklefs hour 
did the rage of aggrandifement feize 
my parents* bofoms ! By means of this, 
black coat, they hoped to make my for- 
tune", and fecure their own falvation. 
Ah ! may their expeftations not be en- 
tirely difappointed ! may they be ' as 
happy in the other world as I am doom- 
ed to be poor in this ! In this world, my 
niece, whoever is unfkillcd in adulation, 
is fure never to rife to preferment : and 
a man might .have peacefully and fuc- 
cefsfully praftifed the trade of curing 
the difeafes of horfes, who is totally ig-. 
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rtorant of the art of flattering the paf- 
fions of men. I was neverthelefs the 
favourite curate of a rich Norman rec- 
tor, a man, too, who poflefled fome in- 
tereft. But in order to derive any ad- 
vantage from his friendfhip, I muft have 
fubmitted to pay my court regularly to 
the vicar-general's houfekeeper, to my 
diocefan's footmen, tp his fecretary 
whofe intereft and proteflion were not 
to be obtained without afliduous labour 
and attention, — to his favourite little 
dog — to his quarterly valet-de-cham- 
bre — and to his weekly milli^efe. I ne- 
ver could fubmit to fuch abjeft fcrvility : 
and the confequence was, that my pro- 
te£lor, notwithftanding all his nntereft, 
was unable to do any thing better for 
me than to get me thruft in^to this ruin-: 
ous prefbytery, — i- this fie:pluS'Ultra of 
my clerical career, •— where I am con- 
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demhed to fpend the remainder of my 
days ou the enormous annual income 
of I ■ ■ five hundred livres*! At the 
hews of my promotion, however, my 
poor father and mother were near lofing 
their fenfes with exceflive joy. She, 
good woman ! confidently relying on 
ray powerful interceffiori with the holy 
virgin and a]l ih^ faints in ithe calendar,, 
holds herfelf quite certaia of obtaining 
a comfortable niche in paradife : Ihe al- 
ready fancies fhe fees the gates wide 
open to receive her, t— and that, to gain 
admifflon, flie has only to mention my 
name.. My father, fomewhat more atf 
tentive to worldly honours, is quite in 
an ecftafy to think that the loftieft heads 
in the village bow to his fon. I am the 
cpnftant theme of difcourfe.with both. 

♦ About twcaty pomids fteding. 
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my parents, and they never, fpeafc. of 
me but with pride, admiration, and re* 
fpeft. * The Reverend Father Sevin I' a 
^ne title, to be fure ! But how would 
the poor fimple pair be aftoniflied if I 
were to take the trouble of convincing 
them that the Reverend Father Sevin 
would have enjoyed a much greater por- 
tion of content and happinefs in the ob-»^ 
fcure and laborious employroent of his 
forefathers ! -«^ I grant, indeed, there is 
no great labour in muttering over a few 
prayers in Latin — a language in which 
hm'dy fafely commit. a tboufand blun- 
ders without fear, of detection,- fince 
none of my . pariftiioners underftand a 
fyllable of it : nor is it a difficult tafk 
to hold forth oace a week in that conve^ 
liient roftrum, where^ the oratox. enjoys 
the prefcriptive right of never argu- 
ing w£Ong. And befides^ I conceive 
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that fiich of my brethren of the cloth as 
are, like me, the offspring of village pa- 
rents, feel their vanity wonderfully flat- 
tered by thofe marks of profound re- 
fpeft which they receive from thofe who 
before were their equals or even their 
fuperiors •— and that they are equally 
gratified with the more ufeful honour 
which they enjoy, of periodically taking 
their feat at table with the fquire's lady. 
But thefe enjoyments, which may truly 
be called artificial — thefe lefler ple»- 
fures annexed to our ftation — are they 
not too dearly, too cruelly purchafed 
by the facrifice of thofe real pleafures 
to which nature every day invites us — - 
but of which we are bound conftantly 
to reprefs the defire and avoid the opr 
portunities ? For, where can you find 
la prieft fo utterly dead to all the pafr 
fions incident to human nature^ that ha 
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can, without an inward uneafinefs> pub^* 
liflithe banns of marriage,^ — can liften 
without emotion to the confeflion of a 
handfome young woman's frailties,— • 
and, ever ready,, by virtue of the matri- 
monial formula, to unite two lovers in 
the band« of wedlock, can, without feel- 
ing his heart corroded by envy at their 
iiappier lot, thus grant to all comers a 
permiffion the moft charming and de- 
firable, which iht poor unfortunate 
wretch does not Himfelf enjoy? ' 

" This difcourfe- muft no .doubt fur- 
prife you,*' continued he with warmth : 
" but I fhpuld be mortified to the foul, 
if I thought it excited any uneafinefs 
in your bofom. The firft fight of your 
charms may poffibly have dazzled my 
eyes and ftaggered my virtue : but if I 
am at all acquainted with my owa 
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lieart, my weaknefs was but momentary 
and tranfient. Even if I were not per- 
fe6lly Gonvinced of your innocence — < 
^ven if I entertained a lefs exalted idea 
of the duties of hofpitality which I owe 
to you — • at leaft I flatter myfelf I (hould 
ftill retain fufficient courage and ho- 
nour to remember and refpeft the fa- 
cred vows by which I am bound. The 
obligation of vows muft be held invio* 
lable : and mine -—however fevere the 
ftruggles and combats they may coft 
me — Ihall be religioufly obferved un- 
til that day, to which I cannot help 
looking forward, — that happy day, 
when I (hall be releafed from them by 
a law the moft humane that ever was 
enafted. In the mean time, you muft 
indulgently bear with the complaints 
which fufferiijg nature dictates ; and 
permit me to reveal, in your hearings 
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s 

the fame fentiment which in fpite of 
myfelf I cannot help difclofing to all 
around me: in a word prepare your- 
felf to liften to me with patience, when, 
fifty times a dqy, I repeat my favourite 
phrafe-— ' Priefts ought to be mar- 
ried/ 

** If you only except thefe repetiti- 
ons, you need not be apprehenfive of 
finding me yery tirefome. By an effeft 
of Hiy difpofition, which is naturally of 
an accommodating turn, I compound 
with my misfortunes, and view them in 
as favourable a point of light as circum- 
ftances will allow. If I have not as yet 
been able to contra£t a liking for my 
fituation, at leaft I have, without any 
very extraordinary efforts, reconciled 
myfelf to endure it with cheerfulnefs 
and good humour : and to render it in 
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a fhort time defirable in my eyes,-peif- 
haps nothing more is wanting than a 
fraall acceffion of income, fufficient to 
enable me, without the afliftance of my 
friends, to relieve the extreme poverty 
and diftrefs of my wretched pariihio- 
ners/' 

The concluding remarks of my ad- 
optive uncle pleafed me beyond mea- 
fure, my dear Dorothy : but what moft 
cf all delighted me, was tQfeehimfoon 
afford a fubftantial proof that It was not 
in his words alooe that the defire of do- 
ing good was confpicuous. We had 
paffed fome hours in the garden --*• I in 
tying up the ftraggling branches to the 
flakes and treillis. — he, alternately 
handling the fpade and the rake. The 
pure air, the exercife, and the heat of 
the day, had together contributed to ex- 
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cite his ardent thirft and keen appetite.^ 
We were now feated at table ; and youi 
would have imagined that he alone was 
ready to devour for his own Ihare the* 
difli of vegetables which was prepared 
for our joint repaft, and to empty the 
bottle which he had uncorked. Sud- 
denly, however, inftead of filling his 
own glafs, he afked me if I liked wiile. 
Almoft difpleafed at my anfwcr> he pro- 
tefted that I was to blame in never 
drinking any, and that he himfelf had 
good reafon to like it. *^ Neverthelefs," 
faid he, ** I tremble at the idea of being 
reduced on the prefent occafion to drink 
nothing but pure water. On the flight* 
eft indifpofition of the inhabitants of 
great cities, they are immediately put 
upon a low regimen : and that is right : 
but it is good nourifliing broth and 
wine that my peafants require, who arc 



never fick but through exceis of fatigue 
£ttijd inaoitioD. And as there is," con- 
tinned he, pointing to the precious hot- 
tie— - "pis th^rq i$ in the village a poor 
Yajetudinari^n to whoin thi^ is ^bfoiute- 
ly neceffary, — does it pot .clearly foj*, 
k>w, that I ani in duty boun4 tat^fign 
it to him, — I, Jo whom it wpuld be a 
fuperfluous luxury; fmce, thai^ God^l 
enjoy perfeS health ?. .Go^ thqrefpr^i Ju- 
liette,— inquire for-thie cabin qfl^^s 
the weaver : '—go— -let him -r^eiye 
from your hand this falutav^ preient. 
By your appearance, yQur , langu^ge^ 
the value of ypur gift, his wretfhe^ 'fa- 
mily will think yoiuj j^UJ^ /Sl^ry lo^j 
an angel come down from heaven to 
their reliefs But do you; jn(iiy>5hildi de-. 
cline the. honour ^ ao apoth^i^^ and 
tnodeftly acknowledge that;you4ir^b|Ufc 
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a mortal, — and, what is worfe, the 
niece of the poor prieft who fends you.** 

• 

Oh! fitter! if you knew with what 
tranfports the poor people received me' 
i-i-i-how many thanks they laviChed on 
me— 'What' praifes they beftowed- oa 
their excellent paftor ! Next to the fin- 
gular generofity' of their 'beaefaflor, it 
is impoffible to conceive any thing more 
feiighably afFefting than the extrava* 
gant ackhowledgntents of gratitude on 
the part of the • poor family on whom 
thd obligation was conferred. At my 
return to the prefbytery, I had a fmile 
©h'iny ,cheek, arid tears in my eyes. 

r 
\ ■ ' _ 

' " ■ » 

" ?Tis^wein!'?'faiddie: *^ 'tis very well! 
i fee yfeiiKare moved : —you have a good 
heart ."-i — Then afFe£lionately fqueezing 
my hand, "Juliette,** continued he, ," J 



would have readily executed the com- 
miffibn myfelf : but I preferred indulg- 
ing you with the pleafure of perform- 
ing that office/* 

Dorothy, my whole foul is yet afFeft- 
ed with that moving fccne^— -I begin 
to. expert that peaceful days^ and evea 
liweet tranquil pleafures^ await me here» 
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. St. Cyr, July 7, 

All my'ti'tTcle's ihclinatrons anfl'|)i*0'i 
penfities (fehbtie'*reWi'BiUt^"^f 'fiSiil; -i^ 
•This evenirtg, in' a kind 6v (eSoovil I- few 
various inftruments of mufic. I certain- 
ly was not in a ftate of mind fufBciently 
calm and difengaged to try my feeble 
talent^: I, therefore, immediately em- 
braced the refolution of not acknow- 
ledging that I poflefled any. ^* Egad !*' 
faid my uncle, " if you feel any inclina- 
tion, ril teach you mufic, — as much of 
it at leafl: as I myfelf am matter of. Do 
not think lightly of that accomplifli- 
ment: it is a valuable refource in mif- 
fortune. I maintain that there is no for- 
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row fo "great, wiuch may not be lulled 
to fleep by a fine compofition of Gluck 
or Piccinfi. , Nay, I will not be contra- 
dialed ! -T.I dm a friend to all mankind : 
and. wHen I feel the ennui of folitude 
ready to fink me into the earth — you 
fee that bafs ? — well ! I feize hold of it, 
and icrape it with might and main. 
My. moft vi<>jknt vapours do not long 
reftft its influence. . *Tis quite a diffe- 
rent affair vvhei> We have a concert : I 
then fancy myfetf in heaven.— Ypu are 
furprifed ^ — • yes, my niece, poor and 
ibabby 3s you fee me, I have concerts 
h€ffe>-^^t have concerts, my niece ! — 
but let me explain-*- It is vifibje that 
this forte-piano cannot belong to me— 
^hree y^firs' income of my living would 
not Jjurcbafe it! It belongs to a lady, 
who has leAt it to tne ^t her brother's 
requeft* The brother is my intimate 
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friend ; and I am proud to boaft of his 
acquaintance ; for he is an amiable 
young man, whofe equal is hardly to 
be found. His fitter, when (he accom- 
panies him to my humble abode, fits 
down to the piano, — he takes up a vio- 
lin, — their mafter breathes oh the foui^ 
moving clarinet — and the trio fots me 
quite in raptures. Neverthelefa I bavi 
fuch cogent reafons for jireferririg thd 
iaddition of a fourth initrument> that 
they muft neceflarily admit me as one 
of the party. It is true indeed that^t 
occafionally interrupt the* hatTmony^^ 
* the concert by not keeping exaft timt^ 
•*— but what is to be dont ?- thefe are the 
little inconveniences attached to tb* 
purfuit : and where can you find axofe 
without thorns ? The greateft drawback 
on the pleafure of our toncierts arifes 
from the matter ; I am in conftant dread 



of feebg him dillocate his ancle in btab- 
iiig time for me when I have gone aftray 
. * • . What a terrible man he is at. the 
ilamp of the foot ! Luckily, his pupils^ 
Jefs impatient than their teacher, have 
accuilomed themfelves to bear with my 
frequent flips: and in fa^l.my^ bafs^ 
however indifferently played on, in- 
fpires me with fuch rapturous ecftafies, . 
that it would be cruelty to debar me 
from iti You (hall fee, Juliette, you: 
ihall fee, that it is the moft delightful 
thing in the world: — the moftdelight? 
ful ? — No 1 1 forget myfelf — Ah ! how 
often have I wiihed that Lwere per<- 
mitted to marry a woman who had a 
tafte for mufic ! My niece, priefts ought 
to be married J? 

At thefe words he became thought- 
ful and melanchoJy ; but foon flying to 

C4 



\ 



32 EMILY DE VAkMOMT. 

that inftrument, the foother of all hh 
forrpws, " Let us fee/* faid he — " let 
us try to banifh care." — He continued 
»to play for above an hour, as on the 
preceding day : and, as was the cafe 
before, I at length retired, feemirigly 
•unperceived by him. 



' •' 1 
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£mII¥ to DOROTHT. 



« ' I 



9ith Jutyy niiie at nightb 

How great is ftill my aftonifhment, 
JDorothy ! Who can that young man 
Jbe,;who, prefenting to my eyes the liv- 
ing likenefs of one of his fex whom I 
have reafon to fear, and perhaps a right 
to hate, has r.ev^rthelefs expitedin my 
bofom only a kind of furprife wholly de- 
void of terror. ? What can be the caufe 
of the prefent tumult in my breaft— •• 
tbefe lively emotions which I never felt 
before* — this fecret agitation, unaccom- 
panied by any fehfations of a painful 
nature ? In a word, whence comes it 
that I experience a certain feeling of 
internal fatisfa£Uon, of which 1 vainly 



34 BltlLf DE VARMOKT. 

cmieavour to difcover the motive ? --* 
Ah ! is it not in confcquence of the con- 
dition to which I iun redutped 4* a con^ 
dition fo wretched, that 1 cannot help 
confidering myfelf as uncommonly hap- 
py when no new misfortune befalls me i 

This afternoon I was employed ia 
one of my domeftic duties, which' it 4$ 

unneceflary to But why conceal 

the circumftance ? Havel fo foon fbr^ 

•r 

gotten what my uncle ^faid to .rae not 
an hour ago, as a confolation for my 
weaknefs? Can that degradaftion which 
^attaches to every fervife condition, ex- 
tend to an unfortunate woman, who, 
without having merited fuch humilia- 
tion, has neverthelefs learned to refign 
"herfelf to it ? Or is it true that there are 
feme profeffions which arc in them*- 
felves ignominious? Is it not an abfurd 
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prejudice which ftatnps the charafter 
of ignopiiny on employments which 
hare the fan^ion of our manners an4 
our Iai;^$,-— and againft which no other 
reproach h*es than their humble ufefuir 
liefs, andtheir painful labours, very int 
adequately compenfated '? Is there a 
ftation — however defpifed by the Vulr 
gar herd of mankind, — however con- 
temptible in the eyes of thofe proud 
difdainful mortals who think ^ that Na^- 
ture has purpofely framed them to be 
the lords of the earthy and has created 
anbther race of beings to be their flaves 
and drudges — is there, I fay, a ftation 
which may not be rendered honourable 
by the praftice of thofe virtues that are 
peculiar to it,^nited with fentiments 
worthy of a better condition ? 

No, Dorothy! certainly there is none. 
My uncle was right •— I feel the force 

C 6 
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of his arguments, confiitned by thd 
powerful teftimony of my own confci* 
€iice, fo calm, fo uiidifturbed! t feel it, 
by the noble pride that accompanies 
thofe exertions which are necef&ry- iii 
order to bear up courageouflyagainft 
the preflure of misfortune. I muft how- 
ever entreat you to pardon my having 
yielded for a moment to the fuggeftions 
of a miftaken pride :— excufe my vtrans*- 
fent weaknefs — for I now blufh only 
at the idea of having attempted to 
with-hold from you the'avowal of a cir- 
cumftance fo trifling and unimportant^ 
The doraeftic employment in which I 
was occupied, was that of plaiting and 
ironing the beft of the poor prieft's two 
furplices. "^ - 

Suddenly I thought I heard, in the 
vicinity of the prefbytery, a noife which 
did not concern me, but which made 
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my uncle ftart from his feat •^-« " My 
youttg friend retunicd ! ** cried he, 
'hurryiftg to the deer^ and almofl im^ 
mediately Introduced a yduth .... Cdri- 
teive, Dorothy, my aftoniniment, oil 
beholding Murville before me I 

* But, no, it was not Murville — AI- 

'*tiK)ugh the eyes of any other perfon 

"Would have found m him a moft pet- 

feft refemblance, I perceived a' very 

.ftr iking difference ; nor was I, after the 

'firft glance, deceived. I few indeed 

the ^lape and figure of my perfecutoi', 

but could not difcover either bis port 

or his phyfiognomy. 

His port, which befpeaks fd great a 
degree of confident affurance, may per- 
haps appear more impofing ; but that 
of the young ftranger is equally no- 
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ble and ftriking, and I obferved in it 
certain natural graces, of which the 
•other is deft itute — The; fine figure ^ of 
•Murville is, I own, animated by that 
ikind of vivacity which generally an- 
nounces a fuperior degree of intelH* 
gence : but it is unaccompanied by 
that mixture of fweetnefs which tem- 
pers the ardour of the youtl^ lam d«- 
fcribing, — that ray of gentle kindaefe 
which beams from his countenance, 
and (beds the greateft luftre over his 
whole perfon. — Had it been Murville, 
he would have immediately accofted nap 
with all that forward gallantry which 
is not over-refpe£tful : •— the ftranger, 
on the contrary, flopped fhort at firft 
fight of me, and remained for a while 
motionlefs at the door.'— He flood fur- 
prifed, difconcerted, and almoft in a 
tremor- He hefitated, as if fome hid- 



V 



den danger attended his entrance into 
the. houfe. I' even obferved hina, 
whilft he caft a few flolen glances to^ 
wards me^— I obferved- him blufli fe^ 
veral tiines — but I doubt whether 
Murville ever blulhed in his life : «-t 
and it is more than probable he would 
think himfelf irreparably difgraced if 
ever he fhould chance to appear dif- 
eoncerted in prefence of a woman. ; 

Noy Dorothy, it is not my perfecu- 
tor : this young man, although he pre-f 
fents to ihy eyes the living likenefs of 
Murville, is incapable of alarming me. 
With fo ftrong a refemblance of fea- 
turesi I do not conceive it poiTible to 
find another inflance of a countenance 
fo widely diflferent. 

^ ifoiifoaie time he continued to fland 
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motionleis^ and I had my whole 'atteh« 
tion rivetted on him^ when fuddenly my 
unfortunate uncle recalled it to an- 
other obj eft, by crying out in a tone of 
anguifhi ^' My^niece ! ah-! my furplice i 
my beft furplice! my niece ! my beft 
furplice is burning ! " 

' : In faa, having my hand raifed wicn; 
the young man made his appearance,— • 
and having afterwards infenfibly low- 
ered it — the hot iron which I held 
had refled on the middle of; the fur^ 
plice, and burned a large hole in it. 

. i' 
- Father Sevin, confiderably agitated 

by the accident, was beginning to re*- 
primand Juliette, when the young 
ftranger advanced, and ftamniered out 
in my defence a few words of apo- 
logy, which cQuld not fail of fiiccefs,. 
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fince my uncle is incapable of har- 
bouring refentment againft any hu- 
man being. On this occafion his 
good humour returned rather fooner 
than I could have wiflied, and he in- 
dulged it at the expenfe of his niece 
and his friend. He complimented the 
young ;<nan on his eagernefs to defend 
the flip of a handfome girl : then ad- 
^refling Juiiett^, he a(ke*d with a fmile, 
whence 'prt)ceeded that long abfenoe 
of mind which the fight of a handfome 
young fellow had caufed. -^ I know 
ndt how it happened •— hut the good.- 
humoured raillery of the honeft prieft> 
which on many other occafions had 
never difpleafed me, was in this in* 
ftance extremely irkfome : — I Ihould 
have been a thoufand times better 
pleafed that his anger h^d continued-— 
1 would have given the world to hear 
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him begin to fcold me again, — Im*^ 
patient to efcape from his jokes, I 
fclzed the firft pretejfet that I could 
devife, and ran to lock myfelf up in 
my apartment, where, in order to re** 
lieve and divert my thoughts, I fat 
down to write you an account of eveiy< 
circumftance that had occurred. 

I was neverthelefs fomewhat impa- 
tient to learn the name of the young 
man, — • his family — his . . . r i but 1 
hear him taking his leave — I hear Wjr 
uncle cdling me — Dorothy, adiealii 
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DOLERVAL toMuRVILLE. 

< • 

Tours, 9th July, 1 1 at night. 

Oh ! brother ! ? participate my joy. I 
have juft feen her* . She looks well, — 
very well, «— better perhaps than ever 
you thought her in the days of her 
greateli- beauty^ No doubt, my arrir 
vftl, which (he did not expe£tfo foon, 
contributed not a little. . . .Did I tell 
•]KHi*thatiI was fetting^ out on a jour* 
.ney ?.*-^ a lucky jcoirney — much more 
•fortunate 'than I had ventured to hope : 
^— for it did: not long feparate me from 
ker ; and my quick return has infpired 
.her with fuch joy ! -^ her joy ts very- 
natural : — if you did but know how 
*near Ihe was to eternity ! But her dan- 
gers are all at aa end. Oh happinefs 
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unfpeakable ! Ihe ,is now fafe ! I war- 
rant her fafe. Bovile Bovile (hall 

not drag her after him to the grave. 

It is not, however, thai (he has 
ceafed to love Bovile. Ah! if .thfe 
heart of Eleonora . were capable .of 
changing, mull we not think that thi^^ 
is not a woman xipon earth, wbofe 
afFe£tions are conftant ? — It were cruel 
to entertain fuch an idea. -^ No L mjr 
.filler has not reafed to checiih her fond 
-a£fe£lioQ for J3ovtle :. buty es.^^jQUj re^ 
marked to -sae in one of youi^-lettera, 
there is na forrow whofe duration h 
eternal t fooner or later a happy day 
fliines on the unfortunate — a day 
'which dries up Itheir tears, r-r But, 
•while I am on the fubje£t of -El^onora's 
grief, let me obferve that (he feels, as 
you .may naturally conceive, an anxi- 



dtfs- deQre to hear & circumftantial ac- 
Cbiiht'of' the-laft morrtents of Bovile.* 
«-His taft m6mehts,'' <l{d' I fay? — t 
haViperhapis ufed an 'improper expref- 
fidrf^'-^ until matters ^ire- more fatisfac- 
tbriiy cleared up, I fliould fey *** his lad 
exploits';"~f6rin(hbrt his fate is nbt'yfet 
fa1ly'af€€*tjiined: -• There exift ftrbiig 
rea^n^ f6t pf (efurfting* that he is dead r 

tHh fHQ'hbwev^r is hot confirmed. It 

■ ■ - » . . 

is indedd but ' tdo certain ^at the ^ene- 
fe?es of that brave mati have bafeljrfa--' 
trlficetf%Jm:but is ifi^eijuaHy^cer^ain' 
that they have fucceeded in cdftlpaffii^ 
his deftruftion ? can any man poGtively 
fWear that ' Bbvile '■■ -is <fead «• — ^Iccafe 
thefe dduB^srbi'dthdr'i'-i-ah ! w6«tfW'*d 
heafen-ifeit-l myfdf <JouW' think^httri 
(b'intr^firff • ^beftfee • fouhtfed'>^Aiah- - iUy 
are'l'F Mf 'repeat ^thfeiii '^ ¥h<iy Origi-f 
nate • With 'fetf^liftfer-f'iiii'he^ Miiertitfy 
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takes a pleafure in indulging them $. 
and it is vain to expe<% tiiat her^reafon 
fliould make an effort to difpel them.* 
Is it not ufual with the unfortunate^^ 
eagerly to embrace even tha ihadow 
of hope ? — If, however, (he muft at 
length renoirace her hopes -*- if it be- 
comes certain that Bqvile has periflied* 
r^ do you think his enemies will dareito 
fill up the meafure of their crimes by 
fbliciting the confifcation of his proper- 
ty — an end which they cannot attain 
without affixing a brand of infamy on 
his memory ? 






* • 

... . - '. 



. I requeft, Myrville, that yqu will 
anfwer all my queftions.-^—Iq the city 
where you liv^i it is e^fy to cpUe£t intel- 
ligence. Do not neele^ to make all the 
neceflary inquiries; andhafte^totrfnfmit 
me this jlaft information which we defire« 



Good night, brother ! I quit you ra- 
ther abruptly : — you will excufe me 
— I feel myfelf To uneafy ! — 'tis not on 
Qiy. fitter's aceount; -r*l>er fituation is no 
longer fuch as to alarm me — but I 
hav6 this evening met with fo fingular 

an adventure ! — my furprife 1 

am all confulfion ! ~« good nighty bro- 
ther i^ adieu ! 



: I 
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. E-MiLY to Dorothy. . 

* ' ' loth JiAf^ 5 inthe morninij^ 

. . • r 

■ " ■ ■ • * - • . . i » ;' . : 

\!t HAT a ftrange fate is mine ! when 
not tormented by cruel adverfity, ipy 
peace of miod is Hill to lie at the mer* 
cy of ftrange whimfical incidents. At 
the rifk of my life, I efcaped from that 
prifon where I was kept confined by 
the moft indelicate of lovers : and all I 
have gained by the change, was a'tem^ 
porary refuge in an afylum which does 
not promife to afford me much fecuri- 
ty; fince, even in this retreat, I ftill 
continue under the eye, as it were, and 
within the reach, of my perfecutor. 
iThat young man whom I viewed with- 
out alarm, — I fhould have trembled 
at the fight of him ! — not that I have 

8 




any reafon to think he harbours the 
raoft diftant defign of injuring me : — 
but he itiay niiritne unintentionally : -i- 
her ix*y, Dorothy, fihce he isr Mur* 
vilfe'ai brother. 

Thus it appears that the long-conti- 
nued emotion I' experienced yefterday, 
was nothing elfe than , a prefcntiment 
of the critical (ituation to Which I was' 
fo foonto be reduced; — and the tur-' 
bW agitation of my bofom at this mo-* 
ment isbut a neceffary confequence of 
this ntif change in my affairs. 

In fa6l, although I may be allowecf ' 
to hope that tfifere will not occur fuch 
an extraordinary cotnbination of cir- 
cumftances a^ ihall difcover the unfor- 
tunate f?fter of Varmont, —have I not 
good reafon to dread left the flighteft 

Vol. II. D 



50 ^m^fY .2>£ Yi^MQ^irT. 

indication ihould betray me^ as Made.* 
moifelle Terville ? May, it. npt happen^ 
for inftance> that, in writing to ibis bm-t 
ther, this young man ihould drop gf ifsw^ 

words concerning But why ihould 

I imagine any fuch thing ? — - why 
ihould Monfieur Dolerval make me the 
fubjeft of his correfpondence with Mur- 
ville ? By what chance could it happen 
that he fhould entertain him with any 
account of Juliette — of an obfcure fer- 
vant maid ? — I did not reflefl on the 
abfurdity of the idea — But what a 
dreadful companion is fear ! how eafily 
it finds nouriftiment in every cafual cir* 
cumftance, when once the imagination 
is powerfully affefted ! — Never thelefs 
it is not wholly unreafonable to fuppofe 
that he may one day — • qmte.^m, pajant 
— make fome Hight mention of me in 
one of his letters, /mce you fee .that l. 
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» » • • • ■ 
on the other hand, aevxrti^tM^'letterecli 

tirehr-fo him.-*- A fine compariforf- 

truly ! ^*-but how great'thfe diflfereiicfe t 

-^ the chre of thy perfohkl^affety mtrff 

often call my attention to that yotrrtg- 

man : but what intereft can he feel, 

fufficient to make me the objefl: of his 

thoughts?— I fee plainly that vanity 

and felf-love bewilder me : — I fancy 

dangers where-none exift. 

True ! but they ^re not all equally 
imaginary : I have other caufes to ex- 
cite my apprehenfions, which are but 
too well grounded. May not Mur- 
vitle, for inftance, at the moment when 
I (hould leaft expeQ: it, come to fpend 
a few days with his brother and fiftcr ia 
the city of Tours, fo near to the hamlet 
where I am concealed? And, in fuch 
cafe^ what is there to prevent a meet- 

D z 
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ipg with which I {bouJid- be conftantly 
threatened? There remains but one 

mode ; and that is, quickly to 

I^t X am qd)ed : '— ^ my dear Dorothy^, 
adieu! # 
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EMJI.Y to Dorothy. 

« 

Seven in the evening. 

i HAVE adopted, my dear fifter, the 
only meafure -which fuited my prefent 
condition — that of reminding my be^ 
nefaftor of the folemn promife he had 
made me, never to reveal to any perfon 
what I had told him refpefting my 
misfortunes. The good prieft tenewed 
his promife, and protefted that all his 
acquaintance fliould continue irfipteffed 
with the idea that I really was his 
niece, and that even his young friend 
fliould never be taught to confidcr^me 
in any other light. — On Second 
thoughts, however, I anticipate in this 
affair a powerful refource, of a quite 
contrary nature, in referve for a future 

D3 
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emergency. I cannot poffibly think 
that the principles and conduft of this 
young man bear any refemblance to 
thofe of his brother. Every thing that I 
difcover in him feems to announce that 
he poffeffes refined fentiments and an*- 
exalted foul. His /whole external ap- 
pearance is modeft and decorous*— a 
pre-poffefling gentlenefs beams on hig 
couotenante, ~his airis full of can-*. 
dor and benevolence. —-But I have air 
ready told you all this, I believe. -*• 
Well 1 no matter — you will excufe 4 » 
few repetitions. — Sifter Dorothy ! he has 
an eXipellent heart! moft excellent in- 
d^sed, if I may depend on my, uncle- s 
account of him. — He is my uncle's 
mtiittaie friend ! :-— that citcumftance 
alone fpeaks highly in Jiis- favour. -~ 
Well, thenl I alfo muft. endeavour to 
gain his efteero, -rr to engage his. bitten-. 
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tkm^ — art'd eVen e?{cite his ftjriofity. 
I vtlihf thal,^ before he is acquainted 
with my f^te, he fliould take art intereft 
lA it : i-i-1ri fliort, I wifh to have it in 
ifty power—- if circumftanccs fhould 
ev4r.i*5lndcr fuch' a ftep neteffary -*- 
fafelyi-to reveal to him ar part of my 
pd(i:-^fnis£drtiines afid my* prefent appre- 
henfions's^ and thus^^ intefpofe between 
^urville and nie a^new proteftor, who 
xaayi^pear^vme of his approach, — - who 
.may^preventjfeicn from intruding on the 
^dace.; of J my- retreat,-**- and whofe at- 
tehjtiv^ care may conftantly watch over 
-myfafety*-^' Don't you think, Doro^ 
ihy^. that/in my prefent critical fitit* 
atian, 'it ftrongly ^behoves me ' to pre^ 
pare: every imaginable refource, *^and 
provide^before-'hand aU^ollible means of 
fecurity ? — >^/L think I hear a knocking 
at thedoor^Ixmift ramto open it» /- 

. D4 
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at .t^e, door. '-^ It JgrneveKtl^I^iVier^ 
near fevec o' clock; ;^nd noy uack'li9^ 
tokfi ine ^hat his ^opqg (t\ep^ .cajn^ ^q 
S^e, l)im every day at fix^.^-tbe )ate(ir 
Why is \ic not yqt pome? •^ Ami <j(^, 
fuppofip thai the prefenj:e of a tlMd 
Pj^fon would Tf^ndi^x Xhe Swict^ of^Ai^ 
friend li^fs Agr^eAbl^ ?. -r^ Q«t l}ovvt cmiiiA 
that be the cafe i how couki ifhy ^piNh 
fcQce be any incoav^iueojce tu^b^i? 
I cannot pofriblyipmveaQy.ibaV'fcrthQr: 
frecKlom of their coaverfalian^ Tmci J- 
never take a part in itw . YttfiBrdajr;;£Qr 
inftance» J did not fay a fiAgle <iK:ord;i4i- 
H^l now I have it! that m^ift b^tlus 
x4i3euiDftan.ce which hasdifpltaiedfaiift^ 
I fuppofe he thought me fiiU iif p^^ 
and difdain. fiefidies, he ins kardiy 
feated, before I vtitJidrdw ~ i imrnci- 
diately withdrew^ and wkh:<ia kiiid' ^ 



BMItT HB YAitMdtrt*- ^7, 

eager hafte ! — He cotfld nek guefd the 
reafon of my foddett relfe** r^-^-lie ha« 
perhaps condeived that I ineahrto (how 
him a iftarked irtftatnte 6f difl^ei^ft I 
^If fa, he^ 19 miftaken — vttymtlcK^ 
miftakei> indeed r— But if he etiteffdiftt 
fetch an idea,, it muft undoubtedly Vffic 
and niortify him t ~- 1 muft therefore* - 
ba*ifti it from his mind— ^ I muft W*' 
cdve him lefe coolly this <6^t\\n^'^^^ 
and efpcciaHy I muft be careful not W^ 
quit the room,- Certainly ! -— Fll ke^p 
hini company *— F'll remain with him*' 
•^Pll remain until he takes hiS leave 
fer the night. ^* • 

• • • # 

. How -is this? — »: the parifli clock* 
firikes^.andrl count M-far as fix r^inot^ 
a ftroke more ! — Let me confult the 
fun-dial — - the (hadow of the needle is 
only at fix ! I muft then, when the: 
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clock. ftruck, fiye— I muft have been 
. • . . . I know not how it has happen- 
pened^ — but I have not thU day been 
ablq to do or to hear any thing right I 
I'iim angry with myfelf for thefe unac- 
couQtable miftakes: but at the iamei 
tkne I am glad it is not fo late a^.l 
imagined : --«• I began to be afraid i)e 
would not come : and^ to tell you tb^ 
tcuth^ lifter, I am fomewhat defiroua of 
feeing him again. My deiire is q^uite. 
natural — for, in (hortj I am as yet 
uoacqdain ted with Moniieur Po]ei:vaL 
Ilia true indeedl feel a difpoiitionrtp.. 
be prepofleffed in his favour: but .. ...,^ 
Ha ! a knock at the door ! -— this time 
I am fure I am not mUtaken ! — - 1 mi^ . 
rua to kt him ifl:-<«Adieu^ Dorothy I 
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How lamentable is mj fate> fifter Do^ - 
rdtby I -^ how? mortifying it ii to be^ 
able to^fopm a good refolutionylbutun-^ 
able to keep it! -^ I could almoftda(h' 
my head againft the wall— I am fo 
angry with myfetf J 

J* was not^miftaken^ fiffier, when 1 
toJd 'you. ' fo *^^ the young gentlemaii * 
was di%leafed i— he was certainly dtf- • 
pteafed ^^ I am now convinced of it:-^— -• 
Hd accofted me refjIeftfaBy -^ vety i»e-- » 
fpe^fuUy : hut in his manner I perceiti^ "^ 
ed' too great a degree . of politenefs^ 
which to my eyes worie the appearance 
of coldnefSi I cannot^ however^ with*- 

D6 
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out injuftlce tO|hi(n^ omk oae obfer- 
ration which I made to his adyantage 
•»— that, nWwi thftanding the air of con- 
ftrfijflt g^nddiff^tisifi^^ian which he ex- 
hibited, I could plainly perceite in 
him a (eior^t appn^en&m ofrdiffdeafi* 
irig : and this ynion of noble prid^ ^nA 
im^ommoxi goodnefs of heart impreiied 
m^ i^il^ fehtitoftnts of' elfasent aiid gra* 
tiliid^ for him. > Accordingj^ L feh 
anxious to give him a diftingdiihed r^^ 
eeption. Nor were, my efforts unfuc- 
tcofsful: for I fo(xn peroeivad tharUe 
T^s pkafed with the manner in which 
I endeavoured to repair my former 
faul^* His CQuntonance aflumed an air 
<o£ eontentmeht and* rof friendly good^ 
ymily whiich gaYSi it in:iny tyes s^n mC'Xh 
p]-efiible charm. C^my fidealfo, I felt 
a certain internal fatisfa£tioi^ which it 
h- difficult to dttfcrib^^ but delig^btf^ii 



y 



td expcriewee;-' So* for toatterb prd- 

VnfortmBUAy mf uncle hapi^ened 
to aft: his friend whether the objed of; 
his late journey was^ long to remain a 

■ ••V . ; ■. ' L'i ; » • • '. ,. » ' ■ - . 

^ .vEhat.jonrifty/' replied th< yonn j 
tnan^ << ^was of the higheft knportance 
to rmf fiiSier's- welfare. I am not at li* 
berty to fay any thing farther on the. 
fahje£t. . It would 4!ke.'in vftin t^urge 
xne ta difclofe the motive whiclv in- 
dnced me to undertake it : <-^that is 
a- fecret which belongs to Madame 
D'Etioles^ My owa feciets (ball never , 
be concealed from you : but t have no^ . 
fight toTeyea) thoie of my iifter/' 

L ptefume> Doioi&jr,' ' you will/ be. 
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pfefetfed ' with 4haf anfVer^ -**^t ^onfefe^ 
I was delighted with it : and'J muft 4qi 
my uncle the juftice to fay that he ap*- 
pcared fatisfied with his young fmiid's 
reply. ' ' 

Monfieur Dolerval after thi» conti-i 
nued to entertain us with accounts 
of his fitter — in a word,' there was txo 
end to the ^raifes he beftowed oh her^ 
— ^ It is faid that lovefs are enthufiafts4» 
— ^I am unacquainted with their Ian-" 
gtiage : — * butfr how charming, how' 
winnirig it muft be, if, in ektoUing.r 
their fair ones, they ufe fuch aniniated - 
expreffions, as this tendereft' of all bio-, 
thers employed iri praife of his fitter' t * 
— I Hftened to him in tranfpdrt unde- ' 
fcribab'le, -iriAtasl how cjueHy were, 
my raptures diffipated by a fatal retro- 

fpe£l to the events of my imfortimate 



lifcji/^ Hpw, great res^fpn/' faid J to: 
myfelf^ ** has Madame rD' Etiples to . 
blef§ her (t^rs^.that h^vegiyeaiher fuch. 
a youth: for ^ l^rotlfes I ^nd I ' — haploft^ 
woman ! - — what crime had I commits 
ted, that heaven fhoyld condemn me 
to be the filler of. the iav^ge Var- 
rnont ?*' — In fliort, Dorothy, this |iipjf»^ 
tifying comparifon, this ..dreadful cpn-», 
traft, woimded me to the very foi^T— I . 
vainly endeavoured to calm the agita- 
tion of ray bofom — but,, overpowered . 
by the intolerable weight which hung 
upon my mind, I felt the deep figh rea- 
dy to burfl: forth from my heart, — the 
drops of forrow from my eye,; — and 
was obliged to quit the parlour, and re-- 
tire to.my chamber, where I vented rpy 
grief in a copious flood of tears* 

After a long paroxyfm of afBifiioxi,. 



64 WitLY' ]>S ¥A1tMO«ri> 

I recollefled tibtit my aibfence woulcft 
again injure in* in the opinion of bur 
young viilitof; --^ My tears fmrtiediiately/ 
ceafed to -flow^ and I hdftened iKaek tov 
the parlour* On my rc-appearance; ' 
Monfieur Dderval earnefily inquired; 
whether I found myfelf ift:— ^but it 
was ih fuch a tone ! in a tone whicfr I 
well diferved.^— His countenance was. 
no longer the fame: —he oflfcred vio-' 
fence to his feelings in his efforts to^ 
conceal his affliftion, — and in a^ fevfc- 
liiihutel took his leave of us. - •; ^ 

My unefejon the othet handj War' 
feized with* an unaccountable defire of 
fleep! he maintained that it was time* 
to go to bed. — It is true that the clock ■• 
had ftruck clevdi : — but fome accident 
muft have deranged the clock rfor how 
eould it be pdffibte that five whole 
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bovits iboul4 , have elajifed iince , the 
yoimg m^X^ iQomfxitncod his wiixli The 
<;^ock piu& .ccrtaipljr havi^ be^n too 
jfaijt.! 1, w^S peifuaded that fach was th? 
cgfjsi ydk^rd^y eveoing : ^d what has 
finot fpljy pbnvipced me. of it, yras» 
jbbajt { found the night uncommonly 
JoQg, . Twenty .times I nwQke, imaginr 
ixig it was broad day* But it was the 
moon— and again ^nd again the moon 
-^. wbpfe light deceivecl me. — Jt fcem- 
iCd j^s if ^e fun would never rife again! 
3fit thm, what folly in my unqle to de- 
Pf^nd upg^; the- ftriking. of the hours! 
tioiyl pity.Jbpfe p«0pje.who can»ot 

«w*J&irft^jime .without <he affiftwce of 

■ •> ■ . ' -.•''' 1 • 

A ■ N • I 

I «m angry with my uncle j»~ Lam 
AUgry ; wi^ Dolerval I — Poterval r^ 
tired the moment he faw me re-appear I 
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What could- have induced him- thus to 
hurry away ? — He was again offtndtd, 
I fuppofe : — and, as fure a§ I live, fie 
has fet me down as guilty of a feeond 
hiftance of difrefpeft to liim ! — Why 
did Lnot ftifle my griefs and rema;na iii 
the parlour? How can I ever gala 
friendev if I behave in this manner ? 
And -when my cruel perfecutors cona« 
td renew their attacks, wh«re -can I 
iiope^ to 'find a protedlor ? Jji vain- may. 
I caft my eyes around — in va'm look 
for afi^iend^Whoihall thinlcit wo|iihl)i€ 
While to unEcr^k^B ray'4efofec^v 3'htii. 
1 ftfall perh'a|)s ibe'redttcfed^toffly from, 
flky -enamieis^ erven^ before dhejr-mak^ 
their appearance : — perhaps IflSall ere 
long be obliged to feek -»* I know not 
where *- andthef ^iylum^: to conceal 
ifly teri'OrSj my-lhamei arid nay defpain 
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■ .' . ; • . 

MURVILLE to DOLERVAL. 

Breft, July ij. 

• »• 

A Plague on fuch correfpondents, I 
fay ! — how you led me aftray by your 
ambiguoas phrafes -^ ^^ I ;haVe juft Icen 
hef — ^ lhe> iooks well — her dangers are 
all at an end ! " — Do you know, I 
immediately took it into my head that 
yoQ had by feme chance met with my 
ungrateful fair one^ and wer^ eager to 
gratify m^ with a recilal of the happy 
adventure. — But, how- gf ekt my dilf 
appointment! My good brother did 
not eves condefcend to make the flights* 
eft mentiou of her—never bnce^hought. 
of ofiexing -me. a iiogJe: word' of com 
folatian ,] •— An entire letter is.> :taken 
up with a iifter and a brother ! where-; 
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as you ought to *have known, that, 
to a lover — efpecially to an unfortu- 
nate lover — the moft agreeable fub- 
je6t — perhaps the only one that ought, 
to be mentioned -— is the mifirejGs of his 
liqart* 

i . . . . . - • 

. I thank yoti Bevertfaeleis for the 
good news you -have impanted lo mc;. 
My fifter ia fafe »— 1 am delighted to 
hear it,, but am not fur{)ri{ed. Although 
I knew her to be ^poflelTed of a raoft 
dreadful ftock o£ fsnfibility, I never 
gnpe imagined tib^ this a&ir would 
prove fataLtc^her^.! I have no faith ia 
tbofe. 1/iioieat attachments which induce 
« difconfolate woman to follow the ob^ 
joft of heraffcQioiiB^o Abe grave. But 
a drcumftance at whacii I muftjuftljs 
be aftoniflied~-jafionJihedr indeed be- 
fi)ad ail exprefiicMi -c- is that the hapB]^ 
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Eieohora Kboiuld already •* look very : 
well —"better than I ever thought her 
in the days of her greateft beauty ! " — 
How ! Dolerval ! — fo fpeedy, fy com- 
plete a recovery ! Whence this^^ mira* 
culous cure ? — But you affirih it to b^ 
the fa£t — and I muft take it for grant- 
ed« I can only fuppofe^ then, that our 
fitter has been wife enough to follow 
my prefcription, — and that Bovile, 
completely forgotten^ has. already had 
a fucceflbr in her afiedions. 

You are angry at this fuppofitioi? 
But-let me tell you that no part of your 
letter has efcaped my notice. I per- 
feQIy underftand What you meant fo 
delicately to infinuate — " The unfor- 
tunate eagerly embrace Ihadows ! '' -^I 
congratulate the uhfortuiiate on their 
happy inventiou: i-^ it was. indeed fuU 
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tigie for our fifter to embracie fomething 
more fubftantial : andi nbtwithftand^ 
ing the fober difcretion of your lah* 
guage, and her long-tried 'virtue, I an* 
firmly convinced that fuch is the very^ 
plan Ihehasadopted^ Ohlfomuch 
the better for the charming widow ! 'th 
thus, thit, at the age of twenty-two, 
and in the bloom of beauty, the ftateof 
widowhood rtiay be rendered agreeable; 
I congratulate hereon the prudent refo- 
lution fhe has formed : arid in reaping^ 
the rich harvcft of happinefs which a- 
Waits Hct future years; let her not for- 
giet how much'lhe is indebted to me 
for my good advice, which (he ought 
to have follonyed long before.' 

■ ■ • - . . . ■ 

As to your arguments in favour of the 
polTibility of Bovile's refiirreftion from 
thedead^^^I allow tlieiB their due fhare of 



itig^wHy ; but I lej^ve you to judge of 
their for.ce, when contrafted with the 
following'. recent inteJligencfe tranfmlt- 
tfi4: to me by aji eye-witnefs of the 
whple tranfaftioii. At the fame time 
let me caution you againfl: divulging 
the particulars, uiilei& you wifh to em- 
broil we with the coixefpondent who 
k9^ .mtade . m;e this ; cOii/ide&iitial com* 
iliunicatio0. , : *; ; : 

. y We wertc in the latitrideiof the A- 
*^ zores^ when an Englifli fleet of fu- 
perior ftrength appeared . in '. light, 
Kotwithftanding outibferiority, our 
*f conwnodore felt it his duty to proteft 
** the mercaintile flqe^ he had .under con- 
voy ; and he did it. accordingly. But 
i.whenthefiginal wa$ giyen. for retreat, 
** it was evident that the/ Pallas could 
<^. UPt obey itvf.Itiji^a^.eqAially jnaui- 
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'* feft,' Aat; if duf ibipg had but <:6iill-' 
** nued the engagement otte half hout' 
*« longer, thejr would haw ^futJceeded^ 
*• in difengagltig that vdTel from the- 
enemy, and faving the whdle of^ the' 
merchantmen. But thefe advant^g^s 
'* were overlooked, attd (he was left 
e3q>bfed to the crofs fire of three fri-- 
gates and a (hip of the line.- In fu-ch^ 
a (ituation, eager at leaft to' Wa(h' 
out with the blood of the enemy the 
*« (lain whfch the \French flag vC^as 
*MikJely to receive from the- cowardice 
" of his fellow captains, the brave com- 
" mander "of the Pallas: maintained foi?* 
" three hours the unequal combat. At' 
length, about fun-fet, his frigate, 
(battered on every fide with the ene- 
my -s (hot, woc^ f^n to go to the bet- % 
totfi. A few of the failors efcaped in 
the long'hoat: but the intrepid Bo- 
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vile, obfervant of the oath by which 
every commander is bound to be the 
^' laft in quitting bis ifaipi mud have 
" funk with the vcflel. — Cruel thirff 
** of gold ! — - the viQors, eager for fpoil 
" and plunder, purfued the merchant 
** fhips, and left their fellow-men to 
'^ fink iinaided in the waves ! Of all 
•* the crew of the Pallas, eighty alone 
** efcaped deftruftion ; and, as an ac- 
** cumulation of the misfortune, the 
captain is not among the number of 
the prifoners. The bafe enemies of 
that brave man have completely fuc- 
•* ceeded in their deteftable fchemes : 
•^ and the unfortunate Bovile has pe- 
" riihed. 

•* But their vindiftive malice was 
" not yet fatisfied with the facirifice of 
" his life : — they fteered for the port 

Vol. II. E 
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" of Tercera, in order tg repair the 
damages they had. fuftained io. the 
engagement. Hardly were they ar-* 

" rived, when a court-martial was haft- 
ily fummoned, which has affixed, a 
brand of infamy on the memory of 
Bovile, and fentenced the vyhole of 
his property to confifcation. . — Hpr- 

** rible tranfadtions r' 

I forbear to copy the remarks added 
by my correfpondeqt. You fee. Do- 
lerval, the naked fafts fpeak fuffici- 
ently of themfelves. My mind recoils 
from the picture with difguft and hor- 
ror. Let us turn our eyes frorn it, and 
direft them to more pleafmg'objefts.^ ' 

Let me tell you, then, that ypur laft 
letter, taken all together, was to .me 
abfolutely unintelligible — downright 
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ndrifenfe ! — You Were certainly out of 
r wits when you wrote it: or, if 
u have not yet quite loft your fenfes, 
you are — the only alternative — you 
are undoubtedly in love: — for, in 
fliort, what am I to think of your re- 
minding me of a "journey" which you 
had never mentioned to me before ? 
what can be the meaning of that " lin- 
gular adventure," and of that " fur- 
prife " and " confufion," that you talk 
.of? — Come, Dolerval, let me hear 
you honeftly confefs that there is at 
length a wench in queftion. Acknow- 
Jedge it at once, and do not attempt to 
exclude me from your confidence. Yoa 
would have reafon to repent of your 
referve towards me : for it is not fufti- 
cient that chance has thrown you into 
the road to happinefs — your inexperi- 
ence ftands in need of a guide to direft 

E2 
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your fteps. And, then,- anJy confider 
how hiappy it is for Eleonora that 
has taken rhy advice ! Be affured, 
lerval, I wifli you equally 'v^^H, * Yon 
muft not therefore, either ihe one or 
the other of you, conceal ^ny thing 
from me. Fll undertake to peignlate 
your HttJe love-^afFairs With the rio^ 
lender folicitude. I intend, accordiQig 
to circumftances, to point out to you 
both the fureft and moft expeditious 
means of attaining the objeft in Tiew. 
I confent to reveal to your fifter all the 
arts of attack, provided, (he will: pro- 
{ mife not to repulfe the befiegcr. And 
as to you, Fll let yOu into the whole 
fecret of defence, and furnifh you- with 
a counterplot to foil every ftroke of the 
befieged. Thus, if you do trnt etxert 
yourfelf to repair the time you have«l« 
fttidy toft, yoa may, no doubt> one day 



overtake me in i the paths of pleafure ? 
and the hope of your fuccefs already af- 
fords me fome confolation under my 
prefent misfortune. 

• YeSj DolervaJ, I am involved in mis- 
ftfftune ! I have not yet been able to 
obtain the iUghteft intelligence of Mar 
Sdemoifelle Terville. A fpy whom I 
keep near Varmiont, affure^ me that Ihe 
cai^not be io Paris. Am I to fuppofe 
then that my very good friend has not 
learned her oiF? that the little gipfy 
w,as of,hei?felf able, without afliftance, 
ta eicape from me ? ~- 1 begin to think 
Ihat fuch was the cafe ; and I feel hurt 
land mortified at the idea. More t|;)an 
-once iiave I caught myfelf in the very 
'a£l of regretting the deceitful girl : and 
©n fuch occafions it immediately occurs 
to liie, that, if 1 had employed more 

E3 
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gdntle meafures, I might perhaps have 
won her affeftions. The thought fets 
me almoft diftrafted ! — Oh ! if ever I 
again meet with the charming crea- 
ture ! if I ever again find her, I 

fhall watch her fo clofely, as not to 
leave it in her power to fly from the 
happinefs which awaits her. 

In the mean time, however, I have 
picked up a fnug little acquaintance in 
this city — one who will help me to 
kill time when I have nothing better 
to do. . But that is mere tranfient a* 

« 

mufement — nothing more. In com* 
pany with the greateft beauties, I feel 
a certain vacuujn in my heart, which 

no other Oh ! let Mademoifelle 

TerviUe once more make her appear- 
ance, and I am read]^»to abandon the 
whole fex for her. 
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Dorothy to Emily. 

Riris, July ir. 

What dreadful intelligence — what 
confolatory intelligence — I receive at 
the fame moment, my deareft Emily ! 
.^ow many fubjefts of the deepeft af- 
fliQion and of the moft lively joy I find 
in that long feries of letters * which 
unfold to me the particulars of your 
fate ! Thofe dreadful fufpicions, then, 
wi^re but too well founded!. — fufpi- 
c^ns which ftruck me with fuch hot- 

♦ It fecmS that Emily had put into the poft- 
ofEce at once all the letters ibe had penned at 
different times, from June 13, to July 7, incJu- 
five. At the time when this anfwer waswrittea 
by Dorothy, it appears that flie had riot yet re- 
ed v^' arty 'of the fe letters in which her fiftfec 
makes mention cf DolervaL . -« - 

E4 
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ror, that I at times felt a degree of in- 
dignation againft myfelf for even cott- 
fenting one nmoracnt toharbour them. 
— The infamous wretch ! When with 
vifiblc exultation he was fumming up 
to me ' the property he would enj6y in 
4cafe of your death, he was pronounc- 
ing your intended doom ! When * hit 
took poft with fuch fecrfecy and ^It- 
fpatch, he was hurrying away to hTuJ^- 
der you ! When, with hell in his heart, 
he took h\sf leave of me, he was fettirig 
out to affaflinite the gentlcft, the moft 
amiable, the moft innocent of humaa 
kind— my fitter,* and his own! Oh I 
(?odl almighty God, who art terrible 
:in thy judgments on the wicked, where 
A^ now the puniftiments inflifted on 
t'fee murderous wretch who embrued 
his hpnds in the righteous blood of 
Abel ? How foon ihaU hel]*s profound 
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abyffes yawn to fvsraillow up a monfter 
whofe very tread defiles the face of the 
earth i does thy juftice deep ? has thy 
hand forgot to hurl the red-hot holt 
of vengeance ? — But, my Emily yet 
breathes the vital air I — the outftretch* 
ed arm of the Almighty has fnatched 
her from the bofom of the deep ! — A 
ithoufand thoufand thanks to his gra* 
clous mercy and goodnefs ! 

ff 

» You are alive, Emily ! Happily I had 
4DcuIar demonftration of the fa£t --<» 
happily the hand- writing of my dear* 
ly-beloved fitter — that hand-writing 
^hich is fo familiar to myeyes -^ bad 
afforded me unqaeftiimable proofk of 
your exiftehce, befor^ the perfidious 
^wretch came to exult in my fight and 
bearing, on occafion of your fuppof^d 
^eath. It was^ this very day — this 

E5 
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morning— *• that the monfter defiled my 
parlour with his prefence. Alarmed 
at the idea of his attempting to add 
fome new' crime to the black catalogue 
he had already furnifhed, I fo far did 
violence to my feelings as to go down 
and meet him. Ruthlefs tiger 1 What 
favage joy fparkled in his eye ! He had 
juft received from Breft, and haftenei 
to communicate to me, the depofitionj 
taken on the fpot, which confirmed the 
lofs of the Centaur, and confequently 
your tragical end. 

" Her hu(band,'' added he, •* foon 
followed l^er'to the other world. He 
is now no more v — that h$ro, for 
whom my father laffe£ted to entertain 
fo high an efteem, is no more : — and 
M'hat you will no doubt think worthy 
of remark, is,, that before his deatl> hp 
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dilhonoured and degraded his owq cba-^ 
racier. The hand of juftice is already 
extended to feize on all his property — 
with the exception, however, of what 
belonged to his wife. Thank3 to the 
fteps which I have already taken, her 
fortune will be reftored to me, with the 
provifo that I (hall be accountable for 
it to your fiflcr, in cafe (he (hould ever 
again make her appearance,'* 

At thefe words I was unahle to re- 
prefs my rage and indignation. — • 
** Make her appearance l'*^ cried I --r 
•* inhuman wretch ^ . . . ! '*" 

My Emily, I was on the point of be- 
traying you — on the point of betray- 
ing myfelf. — I perceived my error, 
and,- immediately checking myfelf,. re- 
peated ia a gentler tone,. ** Make her 

E6 
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mppeamiicel inhuman wrcfch' ! ip^ould 
you be glad that (be ihould^-' 

: He anfwered with the moft perfeft 
apathjTi that ^* it might indeed be very 
agreeable to fee you again^ bat 'that 
he would ever think it a very mortify* 
jDg circumftaoce to be obliged to re* 
fund .ib confiderable a fum of money.^ 
— He added not a ,word more, %ut, in 
order to difburthen himfelf of a heap of 
papers' with which he w^ loaded^ he 
abruptly called in his fervant — * It was 
tafteiinr^l*-^ Atthe fuddeti approach of 
the man wUofe hand had aimed th^ 
poignard at the breaft of Emily, a 
ixiovealeot ;of horror feized me. But 
fpon >PeCollfe£J:ing that the wretch had 
been yotn* deliverer, and con6deritig 
him. itt that fiogle point of view, th^e 
rear of fenfxbiiity ftarted/rom my eye : 
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and, had I not been with-held by the 
iron grating which feparated us, I 
would have fallen at his feet — I 
would, in the overflowing of my grati- 
tude, have returned him a thoufand 
thanks for not having entirely fteel^d 
his heart againft the feelings of htfbia- 
nity . — Meantime, Lafleur, — whether 
it was that he teok notice of the firft 
impreflion which his appearance had 
made on me, — or rather that the bare 
fight of the fitter of Emily was fufEcient 
to fliake him to the foul ~ Lafleitr, I 
fay, looked abafhed atid difmayed. He 
turned pale, — I obfervcd him lean 
againft the wall for fupport — and then 
iit down, ready to faint away. His 
mafter took no other notice of (ys fitUi- 
ation than to aflc him whether fuch 
fainting fits were comrfion with him. 
•^ The wretched fefVafiil repeatedly 
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anfwered, " No/' but in a feeble tone. 
" So much the better ! " cried the fa- 
vage Varmont : *^ for if the returns of 
that weaknefs (hould become frequent, 
you and I muft abfoluteJy part." 

- At this laft trait y fearing that I fliould 

be no longer able to reftrain my in^ 

.dignation, I hurried away from the 

•fpot, and abruptly put an end to our 

interview. ? 

Thus, then, your murderer is to reap 
the fruits of his crimes ! The fpoil of 
your fortune is. to enrich hijm I and I 
am condemned to fuffer it — • unabk to 
prevent it I — Ala$! of all the bkflings 
of this world, life is the only one that 
now remains tayou: and if through my 
indifcretion yeu (hould be deprived of 
that, my owifedeath would he the coa- 
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fequeace — grief and defpair would put 
an end to my exiftence. — But be not 
uneafy on that fcore, my dear Emily : 
r— you may depend on my caution — 
you may reft aflured, that^ fooner than 
fuffer him to extort from me your fe- 
crQt^ I'll confent to his planting a dag- 
ger ia tlus bofom where I keep it lock- 
ed upf - . 

. ^ As- to what regards your prefeht fitu^ 

ution, how can I pretend to advife you ? 

w-hat information^ what dire£ti6n&^ can 

jou.expeft from my inexperience E ITie 

only fervice, my dear Emily,, that I 

could pretend to render you on the oc^ 

.j9pfk}i[i» would be (o confiiU with that 

lady who boards in our convent, and 

,who is fa obliging as to receive your 

letters under cover, and convey them 

to my hands* But tell me, do you not 
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I think that luch a confultation might be 
attended with danger i 



' Meanwhile^ do not negleft any pre- 
., caution which can contribute to your 
-fafety : — redouble your vigilance •— 
carefully conceal from all mankind th* 
knowledge that Emily de Varmont is 
yet in exiftence. — Above all things, 
fummon your whole ftrength to bear-up 
«gainft misfortune. Where is the mor- 
tal who does not ftand in ;ieed of cotjkf- 
rage ? This life is nought but a &ries 
!of trials and ajUifbiops. Oh ! if I were 
to give ypu a piflure of thofe to which 
1 am here expdfed> you would pcfrhaps 
thinks that, hard as is the lot c^Julis- 
iette the iervant-maid, it is enviable, 
when compared with that of Dorothy 
the nun. 
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Emily to Dorothy. 

St. Cyr, July 18. 

AH! lethhn feizeon my fortune, un- 
iiiolefted ! I confent to the facrifice -~ 
for I do not choofe to reduce him to 
the alternative of reftoring my proper- 
ty, or dteprrving me of life. — Let him 
feizc hig prey ! but at leaft — and it is 
the laft wilh refpedling him that is ex- 
torted from me by the feelings of na- 
ture to which his heart was callous^^ — 
at leaft may he experience no plcafure 
in the pofleflion of it, •^— may the iq- 
fupportable recolleftion of the crime 
by which he obtained it, inceflantly 
haunt his imagination — may the pangs 
>af rcmorfe rend his heart — in the 
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frantic delirium of guilt, may he con-' 
ftantly hear the mournful accents of 
my voice -— may be, during the gloom 
of night, fee my gory fpeftre ftalk be- 
fore his eyes — may he in (hort become 
the moft wretched of mankind, and by 
the bitternefs of his regret at length 
obtain mercy and pardon of. the Al- 
mighty ! . 

As to your part, Dorothy, 1 charge 
yon never more to mention his name to 
me ^— unlefs it be to inform itie of his 
repentance. 

I would by no means have you ta 
conTult the lady whofe advice you of- 
fered to procure for me. It would in 
fact be dangerous to impart my fecret 
to any perfon whatever, without the 
mbft urgent and evident rieceffity. -^^ 
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Adverfity, my dear Dorothy, is an efli- 
cacious inftruftor. Under her aufpices 
I feem doomed to pafs the mournful 
days of my youth : and in a fhort time 
her fevere leffons have enlightened my 
ignorance, matured my reafon, and 
formed my judgment. It is on the 
cautious circumfpfcftion which fte has 
taught me, that I depend for counfel ia 
cafes of ditficulty or danger. 

* 

Already I begin to perceive that I 
^was wrong in- e;3tt0rtaining fo humble 
an opinion of my own powers— -I fee 
that it is not ^(bfolutely impoffible for 

• 

me to excite, fentijper^ts of benevolence 
in the heart pf ibmebodv. Monfieur 
Dolerval has for fome time.paft regu- 
larly come every day to fpend the 
evening with us. I was much miftak- 
en when I fuppofed that the prefencc 
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of a third perfon Would be a reftraixit 
on the freedom of his converCation, or 
prove m any wife difagreeable to him* 
On the contrary he ifi- delighted -to find 
tliat i remain with my uncle and makt 
one of the party. »I fometimes hear 
him congratulate Fatheif Sevin on hi* 
happinefs in having hi* niece under the 
fame roof wi4h him — a niece fo . . ^ . 
" fo charmingi'- is the expreflion he 
has often ufed. 

Another circumftaficrei Which <?qu*Hjr 
contributes to lull my apprehenfiqnSyUi^ 
%'at I perceive my und}Q growing €veiy 
'day more and mofe attached t<y me. 
Thca-e would ji^e no end to the detail^ if 
I C9ce undertook ta enumerate to yo4i 
every inftance ^ of ujarked attention 
which I experience from him,. There 
h.iiat'dly any; k^id of .v^ofk which be 
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4otS not think too laboricMH ^or Juliette 
— fcarcely any kihd ^f food fufficiently 
nice for her. He would expend his 
laft farthing to gratify me, if I would 
fuffer it. Were I.in<^lined to acquiefce 
^in fueh arrangement, 'he would undfer^ 
take the whole management of the fa- 
roily affairs, fo that I (l^ould have no 
other employment wi the preibytery 
than walking about, eating, drinking, 
and fleeping, 

"" You may perhaps be curious to 
know how we pafs our days faer^' 'I 
Ihairfay little of the morning ^rtyr—*- 
that is devoted to 'domeiltc concern^ 
ttndt)Rers nothing worthy of remafk. 
But, in the afternoon Monfieur Deler^ 
val pays us a vifit, and generally finds 
us M the garden. My uncle is hard at 
Wol^k i' 'but 1 caimot obttin peroiiffioi^ 
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to bear a part in his labour. If I at- 
tempt to handle the fpade or the rake. 
Father Sevin is difpleafed> and fays I 
am not ftrohg enough for fuch rough 
work. If I let about planting a few 
ftakesi Monfieur Dolerval prevents me, 
and fays it will fpoil my hands. — - 
Would you believe it ? I am not even 
permitted to water the flowers. — And 
o-propos of flowers, we every day cull a 
quantity : — in the evening Monfieur 
Dolerval makes them up into a bouquet 
for me : and I muft own that the huquet 
of his making is better compofed, and 
"has the colours blended with more tafte, 
than that with which Father Sevin in^ 
fifts that I fliall decorate my bofom 
^very morning* 

About fun-fet the falling dew inter- 
rupts our horticultural labours, and 
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obliges us 4o take (belter within doors. 
Father Sevin takes^a light fupper^ af- 
ter which we {pend our time in fami- 
liar chat : but it is principally Monfieur 
Dolerval who fupports and animates the 
.converfation. — He relates the plea- 
fures and the incidents of his boyifh 
days, — the occupations and the amufe- 
ments of his youth. It is certain that 
.the details into which he enters on ihofe 
occafions dcrl^'^e their principal intereft 
irom the manner in which they are de- 
.livercd : — and in truth, filler, you 
cannot conceive what a charm this 
young man can impart to the recital of 
the moft trifling circumftance. — And 
let me further obfei ve that at fuch times 
1 have reafon to think he fets fome va- 
.lue on my opinion : for, in faft, al- 
though he always fpeaks well — fpeaks 
perfefijy to the purpofc — yet'he never 
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(hows the ilighteft fymptom of being 
pleafed with what 4ie has faid, except 
at the precife moment when he difco^ 
vers in my countenance the figns of ap- 
probation. — In due courfe of conver- 
fation, my turn comes : — - Monfieur 
Dolerval inquires refpefting my family, 
the place of my birth, the firft objefts 
of my attachment. But do not imagine 
that his queftions proceed from idle cu- 
riofity, and a want of fomething better 
to fill up the time. No —by no means 
— it is impoflible to miftake his mo- 
tives. I can eafily perceive that it is 
the intereft he takes in his neighbour's 
Velfare that prompts him thus to over; 
whelm me with interrogatories. And 
obferve, fifter, whenever he happens to 
put me a qutftion of a delicate and em- 
barraffing nature, my uncl^ fteps in to 
my aflillance, and Monfieur Dolenral ^^ 
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iiivariably feems to regret that the an- 
{wtr does not proceed from my own 
lips. 

In this manner our nights pafs with 
a rapidftjr which to me is unaccovmt- 
able. — How happens it that the clock 
itgtri^rjy ftrikes twelve the moment af- 
ter Monfieur Dolerfal has' taken hii 
leav^ofus? • 

' I affure you, Dorothy, I find great 
truth in the obfervation, that there is 
no condition of life, -— however hard it 
may appear 'at firft fight, -—which has 
not fome confoliatory circumftances, 
fome pleafures, annexed to it : — and, 
every thing confidcred, - the ftation 
which has fallen to mj lot, begins to 
appear to me very fupportftble. 

Vol. II, F 
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DOLERVAL toMuRVILLE, 

Tours, July 19, 

I Could not think, my dear brother, of 
ihowing your laft letter to Madame 
D'Etioles. In it you treat our amiable 
lifter with a degree of irreverent free- 
dom which aftonifties me : for, in fhort, 
I have often heard it faid, that, even 
the greateft libertines were, in the 
midft of their licentious irregularities, 
ftill forced to pay fome refpe£l to vir- 
tue.— Excufe me, Murville: I would 
not for the world give you offence : but 
neither can I fuffer Eleonora to be out- 
rageoufly infulted* — What ! had not 
her long and exemplary trials entitled 
her to expedl fo much candor on your 
part, that ydu fhould at leaft fufpend 
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your judgment for a while, before yoa. 
ventured to condemn her? — However, 
iince it becomes neceflary that you 
ihould be furnifhed with additional 
proofs of her juft claims to refpeft, I 
fliall one day be at liberty to adduce 
them : and then, my dear brother, pow- 
erful convi&ion will compel you to ac* 
knowledge that ther« does exift fuch a 
thing as faithful and conftant love. 

Perhaps alfo the time may come 
when you will no longer fufpe£t me of 
indulging bafe and groveling defires. It ' 
18 true indeed, that, if ever I happen ' 
to fall in love, the objeft of my paffion 
may, not impoffibly, be one of thofe 
who are commonly called the inferior 
clafs, and who are treated with con- 
tampt and fcom by perfons wKo falfely 
%le themfelves their betters : — • it 

F2 
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ipay be feme girl whoia blind imte 
has throwaintp an obicur^ ftatian ,: -^ 
hut at lead I (hall perpei^ve fo peffe^.^i 
coptraft between her degrading CogodAr 
tjon on the oiie hand^ and her exalted 
f^ntiments on the pther^ as to make 
her appear as much out of chara6t?r in 
her humble fphere, as fo many qthers 
are in the midft of their riche$.and 
grandeur. She (hall not^ in confe;* 
' quence of a brilliant education, have 
her head filled with thofe miftaken no* 
tions of fuperiority, domination, and 
excellence, which are inftilled into the 
youthful mind^ of perfons of exalted 
rank : but fhe fliall poffe(s tha( innate 
fentiment which can accurat.ely diftin- 
guifh between what is praife-wor^hy 
and what is cenfurable, — that- nice 
and delicate difcrimination which can, 
without the aid of ftudy, affign to. each 
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trtfih its proper place : — fimple nature 
fliall have token pleafure in infpiring 
her, without labour and without ex- 
perife, with what all the efforts of art 
can rarely excite in your W^ll-cducated 
fine ladies — a tafie for ufeful employ- 
ments •— a love of the more fubflantial 
Virtues— and an aptitude for evefrjr 
amiable lafccompliflimlsnt :^— but, abov^ 
all things, her heart (hall poffefs a 
^rea tefr portion of real nobility than falls 
16 the ftiafe bf thfe daughters of kings; 
*— Finally, (he ftikll not attract notrre 
either by Itatelinefs of demeanour, o^ 
Ihowy pomp of drefs ; but fliall appear 
to greater advantage with the fimple 
decoration of a rofe or a lily, than-the 
richeft dames adorned with purple and 
diaimonds : and, though yet in thk 
bloom of youth, fhe fliall at once dif- 
play all the captivating attradtions of 

F3 
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that age, and the mor^ ^T^g^^^g 
charms of maturer years : — (he (hall 
in the moft confunimate degree unite 
,in her perfon beauty, dignity, and 
grace — in a word (he (hall be ^ per- 
feft phcsnix. — Should fuch a woman 
exift as I take a pleafure in^defcrilMng 
to you— or even one ftill more rarely 
accompli(hed — : you^ I koow, would 
call her fimply ** a wench;" but 1 
ihould call her the queen of the uni* 
Verfe — and make her the idol of my 
fceart. But, in order to gain her affec- 
tions, do you once imagine that I would 
be temptctaH* to have recourfe to your 
inftruflions and experience ? Alas ! what 
could you teach me, that were worth 
the trouble of learning jt ? After along 
ftudy of your lelTons, I (hould only 
have learned to pleafe that part of the 
other fex who are incapable of real love. 
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No, Murville ! if I began to feel my 
heart fubdued by the ftrength o^a paf- 
fion which might foon decide thfr fate 
of my future life, you are not the per- 
fon whom I ought to make my conli- 
dant*on the occafion. No! Eleonora 
alone would appaar a fit depofitary of 
my fecrfets; and gratitude wouid re*- 
•^uire that I Aiould communicate'them 
to hef without referve. Neverthelefs, 
fcefore I would venture to make fuch 
an avawalito her as. (he has made to 
xne^ I muft be certaiii that I couid^ s^« 
ter her example, entertain, pure and 
unaltered by abf«nce or;length of tim^; 
a paffion that were oppofed by pruden- 
tial confiderations, and thwarted by 
^dverfe events. I muft be certain — 
not that the objeQ: of my afFeftions 
were deferving of them — for it is im- 
poffible not to efteem the woman we 

F4 
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love — but that I myfelf were worthy 
of ftill contmuing to adore her^ although 
fate (bould refufe to make her mine. 
Iq fsiQy how {hameful would it be^ if I 
were under a neceffity of receiving lef- 
foDS of delicacy and conftancy. fron^ 
any human being ! but^ above all, what 
a difgrace, if I afterwards found that 
my bofom only harboured a traniient 
flame which any trifling difficulty were 
capable of extinguifliing ! How could 
Jj under fuch circumftances, bear the 
reproaches of my A%^> ^^o has fos- 
tered fo conftant a paffion in the midft 
of rtgret and privation ? How could t 
endure to hear Eleonora accufe me of 
having, even under her own eye, been 
guilty of an unpardonable profanation 
of Jove ? 



I now proceed to the only part of 
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your letter whfch was at all interefting 
to me. Unfortunately it is alfo the only 
point on which I thought your reafon- 
ings right. It is not without grief and 
mortification that I feel myfelF obliged 
to makie this acknowledgment : -^ but 
it iSvidently appears that my hopes re-^ 
fpfeftiti J my lifter's friend were unreia-* 
fdriable : — the melancholy detail which 
you have fent me, feems to afford but 
tod convincing proofs that Bovile is no 
more. 

Before I conclude, my dear brother, 
I have one favour to requeft of you : — 
cxcufe, I entreat you, the freedom with 
which this letter is penned, — I readily 
conceive, that difference of opinion, 
when it proceeds from a difference of 
fentiments and inclinations, may in 
time operate to the diminution of 

F5 
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friendfhip. But that friendfliip which 
I entertain for you, fhall never ceafe to 
exift in my bofom : for I coincide with 
Madame D'EtioIes in the opinion^ that, 
notwithftanding the contagious princi- 
ples of the world, your heart ftill re- 
tains a fufficient portion of native good- 
nefs to make you one day fee and ac- 
knowledge your errors. — Adieu, my 
dear brother ! I fhall with the utmoft 
impatience cxpeft the return of the 
poft. 



I ' 
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Emily to Dohothy. 

St. Cyr, July 24. 

Yes, my dear Dorothy, I affure you 
that I begin to reconcile myfelf to my 
fituation. My uncle is indeed a mod 
excellent man. There was, I own, a 
fomething in him, which at firft I dif- 
liked — it was that propcnfity to mirth 
— I had nearly faid, childifli mirth — 
which the mod trifling incident was 
capable of exciting. My filent melan- 
choly and his playful merriment con- 
ftantly* produced fuch a contraft as was. 
to' me extremely painful. I often felt 
my inward grief increafed by hrs gai- 
ety. — I cannot venture pofitively to af- 
fert that Father Sevin took notice of 
tUs unforRinate difpofition in his niece : 

Fd 
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but it is certain that his behaviour and 
his language have undergone a very 
material alteration. I do not fay that 
he is become peevifh, or addreffes me 
with any harflinefs of expreffion: I 
only mean that his cheerfulnefs is now 
more attempered, lefs boifterous, more 
referved, more gentle, more engaging 
— - in Ihort, almoll as charming as that 
of Monfieur Dolerval. And, now I 
think on it, Dorothy, the fole caufe of 
the change is probably this- — 'the. good 
man, without once perceiving or even 
fufpefting it, gradually aflimilates his 
charafter to the happy difpofition of his 
youngfriend. 

. I have alfo made another obfervation 
with refpe£t to my uncle, which was 
no lefs flattering to rae.— Nodoubt* 
fifte/, you recollefl: Father Scvin*s /(h 
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vtmrite fhrafe^-^ tfeat phrafe, which afio^ 
nUhed jne ib much cm ^&\t day! of my 
arrival at the prefbyterf'-i"*- aiui which^ 
by its equivocal meaning,- keptfme ia 
a (late of dreadful alarm, until^ with 4 
franknefs unexampled and yet foU ^^ 
re(pe£t, my uncle gave me an idea of' 
the inconveniencies annexe<lta his fta* 
ti*rt,— -protcfting at the fame time thai 
the expreffions of his regret had no p:|iu 
ticular reference to me, fince it wa* 
his cohftant cuftom^ he faid, to repeat 
the fame thing to every body that came 
in his way. •— Well, then, Dorothy, he 
certainly was accuftomed incefTantly to 
repeat that phrafe on every occafionj 
whether connefted with the fubjeft- of 
the dilcourfe or not: and, notwith- 
ftanding all he could fey to banilh niy 
alarming appreheniions, thofe tirefome 
expreffions gave me a fecret difgttft# 
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You will therefore not fail to partake 
of the fatisfa£tion which I feel, when I 
inform you that my uncle h gradually 
correcting himfelf of that fault likewife. 
At prefent, the exclamation never e- 
Icapesfrom him, except when his heart 
IS too full to fupprefs it. And even 
then he fo far offers violence to his 
feelings. as to fpare me the pain of hear- 
ing him utter it. On thofe occafions^ 
however^ his countenance, exhibiting 
the marks of deep thought ^nd rumi* 
nation, always (hows me before-hand 
that the moment is approaching when 
the fenfe of his misfortunes, too acute 
to be any longer borne in filence, is 
about to force from him the avowal. 
He is himfelf confcious of^ the ap* 
proaching crifis^ and left I fhould hear 
it — left it ihould give me pain -~ he 
fuddenly ftarts up, quits me, and re^i^ 
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tires to a diftance, there to figh out 
that melancholy phrafe — ** Prieft$ 
ihould be married ! " — I fay "./^fi it 
§ui" -r- anjd the expreffion is ftriftly ap- 
propriate; -^ for I am not acquainted 
with any other in the whole language 
that can fo well defcribe the afib^ting 
^<xion which his voite aflumes when 
ho. pronounces thofe words. *— It 1$ 
then^ and only then^ that his voice ap« 
pears to me to poiTef^ that tone of ten* 
der m^lanclnyly, thofe accents of an 
impaffioned foul^ which breathe from 
the lips of Monfieur Dolerval wb^n be 
4ngs*^ favourite ballad. 

A'piK^s^ yefterday the two friends 
indulged themfelves with a little mufic* 
— On Father Sevin's bafs I fhall be fi- 
kftt : — ^ but Monfieur Dolerval fang a 
few foqatas in a very pl^aiing manner. 
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his whole frame trembled while he 
fang it —- his cheek was fufFufed with 
crimfon •while lappfcmdcd his perform- 
ance •; — and he appeared highly pleafed 
when I requefted him to leave it with 
jne. -— My 'uncle, too, wanted to ob- 
tain pofleffion of it. 'But let him :&ig 
his . own fongs -~ ^he - Iball ndt have 
mine, .tijl I have -got it perfeftly by 
hcart-«-but that I (hall foonaccompHfb^ 
JJorothy ; — for, behold I at th<^ ye^y 
moment in ^qneiUoa j^ inftin£tive^.bumr 
jQoed the concluding .Hnes. 

My want of circumfpe&ion was near 
betraying me. I was for fome minuteis 
very ftrongly tempted to fing in my tum^ 
^ndiit down to the piano. This whini-*- 
fuppofing it to . have been a whim ^tt 
was not blamable on my part: for,"^.,!!! 
jQioft^ although we ought not t^ be 
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v«ia of ioiur {talents;. neithcrrOi]^l!t:#o; 
affe6t to .undervalue or defpif(t themu- 
Now 70U know, that amangttfae vavioua • 
accompliihnieBts wtlfa. wkidimjB (athM- 
endowed' us in fphe of Mjida«ne: Var^ 
Toonty . mu&c wasl sb pFiDcipal one -'^-^ 
and one in which. I was far from unfuc- 
cef&ful..»^'Monfieur Dqlerval, I own,^ 
plays .vei^ toteiabjy, and fings remark- 
ably welL Nekrerthifelefs my voiee is not . 
inferior to his; and at the piano. ^he^ is 
certajnly not equal to me. This Jtmftjr; 
fafeJy venture, to declipe^ iKrithdut- in^? 
curring jhe chargeof canity -i- and Ae; 
fame thougl^t occurred : to me^'fV ^ke 
time. •— Strongly tempted to b^r' ^ a* 
part in the concertr I took a pleafure 
in anticipating: the futprife of . . ^ . • of 
Father Sevin and his friend. r—Se^er^l 
confiderations, however^ came in ta 
check my inclination — prudence for- 
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bade me to ?give the good priefta fpe- 
cimen of my performance, and thereby 
imneceQarfly^ difcover the falfehood to 
which I had a few days before beea. 
reduced for the fake of cono^ling mfj 
accompli(hments« Befides, wpukl not ' 
my condu3 in the whole of this affair 
have worn the appearance of fomething 
very difobliging with refpeft to Father 
Sevin ? •— This laft refleftion, above all 
others, having influenced my tietermi- ' 
nation^ I had eafily reconciled myfelf 
to a£t the part -of a paffive auditor, and 
proceeded no farther than exprcfling 
my approbation, of the perfbrmance. I : 
had refolutely fuftained the character 
for fome time, when fome unaccount- 
able impulfe fuddenly prevailed over 
my caution, and, without reflefting on 
what I was. about, I inftinflively hum-" 
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naed over the concluding Knes of Mon« 
fieur Dolenrars new long; 

' Luckily the furprife which appeared 
on the countenances of the two friends, 
gave me almoft immediate notice of 
my error ; — • luckily I had only hum- 
med the words in a half-fmothered 
voice, and could ftill difavow my know- 
ledge of mufic. Monfieur Dolerval, 
neverthelefs, ^effed and entreated me 
to try the words and the tune together : 
— I could not refift his entreaties : but 
I took care to ling without rule or me- 
thod, nearly like a young beginner who 
is juft learning the g^mut. This, how- 
^ ever^ was a neediefs precaution: for 
chance fo ordained matters, that my 
voice ^t that very ^noment faultered 
and became indiftin£l. I was never- 
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thelefs. highly coitnldiTneixts^d - bjr the 
gentlemen, wha both afliired me that 
I ought to cultivate fo defirable a ta- 
lents My uncle renewed his offers of 
infiruftion 2 but Monficur Dolerval iafk* 
ed the preference— and. afked it in 
that more engaging, more perfuafive, 
tone, which is natural to him ; fo that 
I am now involved in the ftrange and 
embarrafling predicament of deciding 
which of the two friends I fhall fuflfer 
to take the trouble of teaching me what 
neither of them underftands near fo well 
as myfelf. — However, I'll confider of 

it r^ ru temporife -^ V\\ .But me- 

thinks a long tim^ has elapfed finge 
dinner — and the moment is nowcome^ 
when when- 1 cannot avoid mak- 
ing my appearance in the parlour. -^ 
Adieu, my dear Dorothy ! 
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DoLERVAL to MURVILLE. 

Tours, July 28. 

No anfwer, my dear brother, to my 
laft letter ! — No doubt, it contained 
fome harfli truths : but, having done no 
more than what was my duty, can you 
think me worthy of blame? — Never- 
thelcfs, if I have offenided you, I (hull 
never forgive rayfelf. 



I ' f 



I 
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Emily to Dorothy. , 

Augufl 2, midnight* 

This day, my dear lifter, I received 
your letter : and it is with pkafure I 
learn by it, that, from the bare piQure 
I have given you of my uncle, you have 
conceived a high efteem for him. No 
doubt you are Tight in remraHcing that 
there are few men in his ftation who 
are at once fo amiable and fo good as 
he. But I am fomewhat aftonifhed^ 
that, in fpeaking of his friend, you 
content yourfelf with fimply obferving 
that I feem to entertain for that young 
man a very particular friendlhip. Yes, 
Dorothy, I do -^ and he deferves it — 
no other man living is fo well entitled 
to it. — Were you in my fituation. Do* 



^ 
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rothy, tell me, I pray you, could you 
refufe him your warmeft attachment B 
But I fee how it is — I have perhaps 
not done him fufiicient juftice in mjr 
letters to you ! I have perhaps negieft* 
ed to paint him in his true colours ! — 
If fo, it were an unpardonable omiflion. 

It is not improbable that I may have 
omitted to, enumerate his talents, his 
graces, his beauty, the crowd of ey^r 
■ternal accomplifliments with which he 
is adorned : for in the detail of.fuch 
particulars there is nothing that can be 
very interefting to eith.er you or nnfe. 
But if I have neglefted to prefent you 
with the enchanting picture of his gen- 
tlenefs of difpofition, his fimple un^f- 
fefted manners — if I have not fuffiei- 
-ently praifed all the qualities of his 
heart, all the virtues of his exalted foul, 

G 2 
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^— there I confefs I ftand chargeable 
with a fault which you ought never to 
foirgive — an aft of injuftice, of which 
I never could have thought myfelf ca- 
pable. 



In fafl:, is it not furprifing that this 
young man, whofe conduft might fafe- 
!yK:haIlehge the fcrutiny of the fevered 
oenfbr; (hould fliow, for his neighbour's 
{eiuhsy that excefs of indulgence which 
might Tometimes appear even to border 
upoh weaknefs ? Is it not very extra- 
ordinary that he, who would not allow 
himfelf to offer the flighteft offence to 
his deadly enemy, fhould entertain no 
refentment for any injury received from 
his friend ? Is there not fomething tru- 
ly admirable in that extreme fenfibility 
of heart united with an unruffled gen- 
tlenefs of difpofition ? — I will give you. 
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Dorothy, a ftriking and extraordiemiry 
inftanee of it. 

My uncle, I niuft acknowledge, is 
cro longer the fame man : but I was too? 
precipitate in congratulating myfelf pr^ 
the change in his difpofition, and drawH^ 
ing a favourable omen from the cir*^ 
cumftance. The alteration which has 
taken place in him^ did not flop at thi& 
precife point where it appeared' de- 
firable. Af firft a gentle raelanchol)^ 
fucceeded his departed cheerfulnefs : 
bat unluckily that was foon followed by 
a deep and gloomy dejeftion* — Mpnw 
fieur Dolerval had never before ^fee^^ 

; him i« fuch a condition. — If the in- 
conveniences refulting from this ftrange 
metamorphofis were confined to me 

_ alone, I Ihould only lament my uncle's 
misfortune, and to the bed" of my pt>w- 

G3 
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er endeavour to confole him. But it 
unluckily happens, that, in his atrabili- 
ary fits, he never vents his anger on 
his niece, to whom he might perhaps 
have fome right to behave in that man- 
ner — but diredts the whole ftorm of his 
ill humour againft his friend — his ge- 
nerous friend — who fo evidently fym- 
pathifes in his fecret fufferings, and 
Ifi^ho endeavours, equally with me, but, 
alas ! with as little fuccefs, to find out 
their caule. ' 

Laft night the clock had already 
ftruck twelve before we had looked in- 
fo a colleftion of choice ballads which 
Monfieur Dolerval's polite attention 
had induced him to bring to us. My 
uncle, by an unaccountable deviatioa 
from his ufual cuftom, had (hown no 
inclination that we (hould indulge in 
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mtific on this oecafion. Monfieur Do- 
lerval, however, thought he might 
venture lo fing, once at leaft, my fong 
— his own fong, I mean. •— He did fo : 
— - but, fhort as it is, my uncle's coun- 
tenance betrayed evident fymptoms of 
impatience for the conclufion. Nor 
was this all : — his caprice was ftill far- 
ther carried to an aftonifliing length: 
for at the very moment when the young 
gentleman was bidding us adieu*. Fa- 
ther Sevin, who, during the whole 
courfe of the evening and liight, had 
not (hown the fmalleft inclination to 
look a^ a fiiigle note, fuddenly addreflfed 
his young friend in a peevilh tone, -and 
a&ed — 

** Does Madame D^Etioles never a- 

gain' intend to honour me w'ith her vi- 

• •• » 

fits*? H^s fhe made a vow againft ev^fr 

G4 
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coming here and having another con- 
cert ?'' 

*' Excufe my fifter ;" r^irplied Doler- 
val: "her mind is at prefent deeply 
engaged — quite taken up. with . . . . ** 

He was going to continue, when my 
uncle fuddenly hiterrupted — " Poo ! 
Poo ! 'tis not with her grief that her 
mind is taken up!*' . 

" From the tone in which you make 
the aflertion, might not one conclude 
you are forry for thQ.circumftanoe f" 

• ... 

" At leali," exclaimed Father ?eyin, 

** I may well be furprifed at it: — I 
.may be furprifed that a woman, whom 
J faw, not fix weeks ago^ ne.^dy to die 

with grief for the.lofs gf herjhuft)aji4f 
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fhould fo foon appear perfeftly rjccon- 
ciled to her fate. — What are we to 
think of a woman's attachment, if it 
cannot furvive its objeft above a month i 
What ideas ai'e we to entertain of that 
grief which fhe does not think it worth, 
her while to indulge for a longer peri-?-* 
od? — Every time I refleft on thofe 
things, I feel myfelf the lefs inclined ta 
regret that priefts are not allowed. ta> 
marry!" 

At this difcourfe, Dorothy; Dolerval- 
appeared petrified with furprife and 
grief. Neverthelefs, inftead of giving 
way to angep, he faid to him in an af- 
feflirig. tone, •' Ah I my friend, what 
have I Heard } — how much you have 
hurt my feelings !" — and at the fame 
time ftretched out both his hands- to 
Monfieur Sevin, who, inftead of rufhr- 

G5 
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ing into his arms, flatted back fome 
fteps. For my part, I felt on this oc- 
cafion the emotions of anger rifing in 
my bofom : but Monfieur Dolerval did 
not fufFer his ufual gentlenefs to be in 
the fmalleft degree ruffled. He retired 
Overwhelmed with afflidtion, — but did 
not •^— for I perfe£tly recolleft every 
circumftance of his behaviour— he did 
not (how the flighteft fymptom of ic- 
fentment. 

« Good night, Juliette !" faid Fa* 
thet^ Sevin, who now remained alone 
with me. 

" UniSle/* faid I, "he is gone home 
quite dejefted !" 

" Well 1" replied he^ '' the word© 



have efc^f>eit[ me: wl/ere fellow the re^- 
jtoedy }^^ 

w • 

*' He will never come here ag2tin.^ 

.• • • • ^ - ■ " 

^ NeVefT' come agfajn !'^' repeated he 
wfth vifible uneaflnefs — then, in ^ 
inore gentle tone, •* You are too eafily 

alarmed, Juliette : but, make yourfelf 

■i ■ ' - • 

S^ On 'that fcbre-^^— he will come a- 
gain: — I da not ufualljr treat hiitx fo 
HI: and befides, niece, have not you 
given him a polite* and friendly recep- 
tion ? — Why ffeould he punifli you for 
Dty fault ? But even (etting this cofifi- 
deratiort out of the qudfion, I know 
him to be" incapable of harbouring re- 
fcntment again ft me for a hafty un- 
guarded expreflion. — Dbpend upon it 
he will come again — Til be refponfiJ- 

(36 
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ble for his. appearance, ^m)^^^ child 

good night I am becoming^ 

gloomy, peevifb, infupportable : — my 
cbild,. do jiQt ,bje an|;ry with ..me.^on 
that account: — rather pity me— ^ let 
Pplerval alfo^pity me —Jet^ him.pardon 
me ! — do you hear, niece ? -r-* Jet^hin^ 
pardon m^, I pray you !" ..,, . _. 

My uncle now retired, and left jnc 
deeply afFeSed with his fpeedy repentr 
ance — aflfefted indeed to that degree 
that, I could not reftrain my tears from 
flowing. Neverthelefs, in fpitc"of his 
affurances^ I felt an uneafinefs on my 
mind — I was afraid that Monfieur Ejo- 
lerval would not renew his vifitSt-^I 
knew that the greateft mortification he 
could poffibly receive, was any infult 
offered to his fift^r. — But, no mattetl 
he came this evening— ^ he came earliec 



than ufual — and the moment he faw 
my unde at a diftanccj he ran ta meet 
him. — My uncle attempted to fpeak 
— wa§ going to make an apology — 
biit .Dolferval flopped him fliort, and 
tentJerly embraced him. ; 



I . 



What think , you. of all this, Doro^ 
thy ? what think you ? — anfwer me, \ 
pray you, as foon,as poffible. 



r. 



. 'i . 
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Dorothy to £a&i%t» 



'\ 



PariSy. Augull 4* 



My dear Emilf, you ttitaily . mifun- 
derftood my laft letter : but I . think I 
have perfeftly* underftood all* yours. I 
think I can perceive on your part a cer- 
tain paffiott impediirig the operations of 
a moft excellent judgment; whereas, 
on the other hand, friendlhip, which 
from a diftance coolly views and con- 
fiders every circumftance, enables me 
to fee deeper into thofe affairs, notwitTi- 
ftanding my total want of experience. 
Who could have thought,^ however, 
that Dorothy, immerged in the obfcu- 
rity and ignorance of a convent, fhould 
one day be obliged to remove the dark 
veil with which Emily fqffered her 
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eyes to be blinded amidft the broad 
funfliine of fociety ? 

Yes, my poor dear fifter, with your 
eyes (hut you tread a road environed 
with rocks and precipices ; and at each 
ftep your danger increafes. Stop fhorf, 
I entreat you — deign to give one mo* 
ment to ferious refleftion — commune 
with your own heart — and fo far con^ 
quer your reluftance as te give me can* 
did anfwers to fome queftions I have to 
propofe to you. 

Whatevei* may happen, furely you 
never can forget your generous huf* 
band : — r the recolleftion of his kfnd«i 
nefs and generofity can never be effaced 
from your remembrance. -— Your huf- 
band ! you had conceived for him a 
high eftecm> a lively gratitude, a re^ 
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fpeftful friendihip :-— neverthelefs what 
were the ideas you entertained con- 
cerning Bovile ? what the language you 
employed in fpeaking of him ? 

At prefent — for it will be the more 
eafy to judge by comparifon — at pre- 
fent, in what terms do you fpeak of 
young Dolerval ? what ideas do you en- 
tertain of him ?- Whence proceeds that 
greater degree of animation in the eu- 
logiums you beftow on him ? What 
name Jhall I give to that kind of en?- 
thufiafm with which he feems to infpire- 
you? In fliort what more could you 
either fay or think, if he had infpired 
you with what is commonly called 
love^ 

Love 1 the very name will make you 
fhudder... Be not alarmed, however : — 
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I thin^ you are not yet too far gone, t^ 
rec^over/ 

My dearefl: Emily, I think I fee you 
(landing on the verge of the precipice ; 
and I warn you of your danger. As to 
the. means of avoiding it, 1 leave them 
entirely to your own prudence and dif- 
cretion, — to that love of virtue which 
will, I doubt not, infpire you with the 
moft laudable refolutions. -— Provided 
that you are but apprifed of your dan- 
gerous fituation, my mind is eafy — 
eafy, did I fay ? — ah ! very far from 
it : — it cannot be fo, while I fee fuch a 
hoft of new troubles added to thofe by 
which you were before oppreffed. 

But that love — that fatal love — • 
was it intended to prove the bane of 
human happinefs? — Why does it da- 
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light in tormenting with reftlefs defires 
even thofe hearts which are deftined ne- 
ver to feel its flame ? — You, my dear 
fifter, have felt its influence, too foon 
for the peace of your future life : ■— and 
as to me, eternal liftlefs moping will 
perhaps be the confequence of the vovr 
I have made to renounce it for ever,— 
What a deftiny I 
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Emily to Dorothy. 

St. Cyr, Auguft 6, noon". 

Gracious heaven ! what a light 
you have carfl over the abyfs on whofe 
brink I trod unconfcious of danger f — 
Merciful father ! was not my fate ren- 
dered fufficiently deplorable by the 
cruel paffions of others ? or was it de* 
creed, that, in addition to my wretched* 
hefs, my heart fliould be torn by the 
flruggles of criminal and inaufpicious 
love ? Was it not fufficient that I (hould 
be an objeft of pity ? — muft I alfo, to 
fill up the meafure of my misfortunes^ 
become an objedt of contempt ? — Bo- 
vile ! oh ! Bovile, my generous lord ! 
has the grateful recolleftion of your 
kindnefs fo foon vaniflied from my nie- 
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mory ? and that more tender fentiment 
which your virtues fo well deferred 
though they could not excite it — has it 
been fuddenly kindled in my bofom by 
a ftranger ? — ^hat ! I already offer 
an infult to your departed fliade ! Yaup 
grave fcarcely yet clofed, I already^ 
bura with an unhallowed flame ! 

Conceive, Dorothy, the excels o£ 
my furprife. atjd grief, when/, tbi$ day 
for the firft time, I perceived that my 
criminal negleft had not been confined 
to my hufband alone : — - whilft your 
friendfhip, ever tender,,, ever attentive^ 
anxjoufly watched over your fifter's 
wcilfare, that fiiler, wholly engrofled 
with her own conqerns, fcarcely be- 
llowed a thought on your (ituation. 1 
only entertained you with a detail ofi 
oiy errors, and ungratefully forgot youE 
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fufFerings. Since my arrival in this 
place, I do not think I have written to 
you a fingle line of confolation. — How 
powerful, then, muft that attachment 
prove in its maturity, which, while yet 
in embryo, has been able to make me 
negkft my duties, offend my benefac- 
tors, and f]x my whole undivided affec- 
tion on a fmgle objeft — an objeft to 
which, but a moment before, I was a 
perfeft ftranger ! By what efforts fhall 
I be able to oppofe its mighty power ? 
— what refdlu.tion fhall I adopt?-— 
where (hall Ihide myfelf ? — what muft 
become of me ? alas ! unfortunate wo- 
man that I am ! ' ■ \ 
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Emily to Dorothy* 

Ekveo at night. 

You will, no doubt, obferve, my dear 
fifter, that I have retired earlier to my 
chamber to-night than ufual. 'Tis be- 
caufe Monfieur Dolerval has already ta- 
ken his leave, and my unck immediate* 
ly difmifled me. 

I take advantage of this occurrence 
to communicate to you a piece of happy 
news. This morning I too fenfibly par- 
took of your alarm refpefting the ftate 
of my heart : but at this moment I have 
good reafon to think that I am very far 
from loving that young man fo much 
as both you and I feemed to appre- 
hend. Yes ! the more I refleft on the 
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matter, the more firmly I am convinced 
that hhherto I have only yielded in 
Ibnve meafure to the impreflion vsrhich 
he laboured to make on my mind : — I 
have only (hown a little gratitude in re- 
turn for his civilities, his politenefs, his 
attentions of every kind. I feel indeed, 
that, even in this, there would perhaps 
be fome danger ; and I promife you to 
(land on my guard againft it. 

Attend, fiftfr, to what I am now 
going to write — and you will, I hope, 
be fatisiied with the motives which 
have induced me to change my opini- 
on, and infpired me with a greater de- 
gree of confidence in my own refolu- 
tion, — For two days paft, the two 
gentlemen haye had together very long 
conferences -s- very eameft — very my* 
fterious.; — they whifper together -— 
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they retire — they avoid my compalhy. 
— At firft I. was ftruck with this devi- 
ation from their ufual politen^fs : — '» 
this afternoon, efpecially, their long 
whifperings began again ; and I could 
plainly perceive that they were more 
than ufually cautious of admitting me 
to a knowledge of the fubjedl of their 
conference. This diftruft on their part 
ftruck me as extremely impolite, and 
fenfibly hurt my feelings. At length, 
however, they returned io me ; but ap- 
peared elated with a certain fecret joy, 
which they were unable to conceal, 
Thefe fymptoms of indifference for 
what I might be fuppofed to fuffer in 
the mean tii*ne, did not efcape my obfer- 
vatlon. — In addition to all this, when 
they fat down to fing, it was not my fa- 
Vourite ballad they fang, but that corn- 
Won fong which you have often heard— 
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ftinguifli yes ! tis Dolervars voice ! 

• • . . no ! ^ it can't be ... • what bufi-- 
nefs can he poffibly have here at this 
unfeafonable hour ? . . . . 'tis moft cer- 
tainly he ... I drop my pen to liften . . . 

• Yes, Dorothy, it was Monfieur Do- 
lerval ! — • " Very well," faid he — 
" very well ! Fll go to the church in the 
mean time." — " I (hall not keep you 
long waiting," replied my uncle. 

What, in the name of wonder, can 
be the meaning of all this?* — what 
bufinefs can they have in the church ? 
— I know not how it is, my deaf Doro- 
thy — but a gloomy prefentiment . . . . 
a crow(} of circumftances combining 
.... all thofe myfterious conferences ! 
.... the aiiLof fatisfaflion which Mon- 
fieur Dolervaf wore in the evening ! • • . 
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' and the fong to© J • . . . how drcadfiiUf 
are my eyes opened !^ . . • what ! can it 
ht poffible ?.•.•! fhudder at the idea I 
.... flop — ril try to go down fiairs 
without noife — I'll IWien — Vxa deter- 
mined to know the bottom of it .... . 
Gracious God ! if it ihould • ... I quit 
you for a moment, my dear Dorothy — 
1 (hall foon return. 

% 

Heavens ! what have I heard ? what 
have I feen ? . . . .oh ! the traitor ! . . . . 
adieu to all happinefs ! adieu to . . . . But 
my hand fliakes, Dorothy •— I am un- 
able to guide my pen -i- my whole 
frame is in a univerfal tremor — to* 
morrow I (hall write — to-night 'ti« 
impoflible. 7 



E^^ILT to DOROTHT. 

7th Auguftj-cight in the morning*. 

No ! I cannot proceed — I am as 
weak as I was laft night — thunder- 
ilruck — unable to undertake the fatal 
narrative. — During the whole night I 
could not ihut my eyes — I do not love 
him — be affiired I do not. — Cruel 
man ! how he has deceived me ! — un- 
grateful ! — Pardon me, generous Bo- 
vile ! it is perhaps but too certain that 
I (hould at length have loved him. But 
it is all over •— I never fliall entertain 
any affeftion for him.— -Be not uneafy^ 
Dorothy — I am determined never more 
to look on him but with hatred.— To- 
morrow — this evening — fome time 
in the courfe of the day — whenever I 
am capable ~ HI tell you the whole. 

H3 
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MURVILLE to DOLERVAL. 

Breft, Auguft 7. 

No ! my good brother, I am not at 
all angry. The filly flouriflies you have 
employed as an appeal to my reafon, 
have not given me any offence, but 
have excited great uneafincfs in^my bo- 
fom. If you continue' much longer ia 
the fame train of thinking, I look on 
vou as i!icurab!e : and what amortifica- 
tion it would be to mc to be obliged to 
join in taking out a bill of lunacy in or- 
der to have you (hut up in a mad-houfe ! 

What! Dolerval ! your only anxiety 
at prefent is left you fliould prove un* 
worthy of your Dulcinea ! you tremble 
at the idea of a profanation of love! 
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The higheft degree of blifs to which 
you afpire, is that of burning with 
love's undying flame— though deprived 
of the objeft of your paflion. — What 
a falling off, Dolerval ! Where the 

'deuce. have you learned this fine doc- 
trine ? — i- You mud certainly have got 
by heart the whole hiftory of Aftraea, 
and Amadis of Gaul ! — That is the 
mifcbief of it! Young folks like you 

-fliould never be fufFered to look into a 

' romance : — fooner or later, fuch kind 
of reading cannot f»il to tm,'*. their 

• Wain. Thus, I myfeiF, v>hen a boy, 
todk it once into my head to roam a* 
bout the country, with the refolution 

-of becoming a hermit, — and for this 
fingle reafon, that my tutor, who was 
an arrant devotee, had fqr fome tin>e 

robliged me to read the " Lives of 

tSauits.'* every morning and evening. 

H4 
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But to return to your letter— the hum- 
ble objcft of your adoration is ^^ of the 
inferior clafs !" — How well 1 had 
guefled that this was the cafe! But be 
iK)t apprehenfive that I (hall blame 
you on that fcore — I know, that, from 
time immemorial, fuch has been the 
eftabliihed cuftora^— At Paris it is 
the coquetifh dowagers who ftand Qq 
the watch to enfnare young green-horns 
juft frelh from college: and the mo- 
ment they fee a novice of the kind, 
they feize on him, and, whether he 
will or not, infift on initiating him in all 
the myfteries of the bon-ton. It is true, 
indeed, that our country beauties of 
forty or fifty do not all poffcfs that hap- 
py inftinft : — in general they leave 
the training of the young men to the 
care of the Abigails : -^ of courfe, it 
was perfeftly in charadler that you. 



o 
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like the reft of the young men of Tours, 
(hould^ for your firft flame, fingle out a 
beauty of the inferior clafs, flut let me 
obferve that you are miftaken in accuf« 
ing us ^' who ftyle ourfelves thair bet- 
ters/' of defpifing fuch wenched : -** 
we do not defpife them when they ire 
handfome. I am wllling to fuppofe 
that yours is tolerably fo: but tell me, 
in the name of wonder, where you dif- 
covered this phoenix of low life ? — In 
your fiftei^s family? — No, that cannot 
be — for I well know that your pru- 
dent tutorefs is careful to keep no wo- 
man about her who has the fmalleft 
prctenfions to youth or beauty.^—- Then • 
I fuppofe it is Madame ♦^♦'g waiting 
maid — or Madame ♦♦***'s ~ or Ma- 
dame •****s. I ffiould however be heU 
ter pleafed that (he belonged to my {if^ 
ter 5 for you might then pay heryouc * 

H5 
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devofioDs more conveniently, and be- 
fides have a better opportunity of watch- 
ing her : *— for, mind me, Dolerval — 
it is abfolutely neccffary to watch hen 
You muft be careful that no fparks 
come -hankering after her — you* muft 
bar the door againft thofe young fellows 
in the- garb of Englilh jockeys, wiiofe 
perfons difplay all the charms of youth 
and beauty. Since they can vie .with 
you in both thefe refpe£ls —and fince 
you reckon birth and education as no* 
thing — you muft cautioufly guard a- 
gainft their rivalfliip. Nor fhould you 
be lefs fufpicious of thofe tall> aftivcj^ 
well-built gentry, who at a fingle 
bound can take their ftation behind the 
loftieft coach : — fuch as thefe are very 
formidable rivals. — Equally fo are 
thofe plump rofy butlers, who often ea- 
joy a better fowl and bottle than they 

6 
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fuflfec their- inaftears to tafte of*— -Be^ 
Ifevejine^ .Dekcval, if your fair one has 
feen any fervice, a pampered fellow- 
Tervant, fuch as I have, defcribed, could 
hardly £ail of obtaining a preference 
over youi What a number of enemies,' 
then» T^ott haveito dread L enemies both 
po¥lerftil'.andi formidable ! I fancy 1 fee 
themitidyourabfencey crowding round 
your " queen of the urriverfe," — offer- 
leg incenfe to " the idol of your heart,'* 
-*^ regaling her ears with all the fine 
language of the. hall and* the pantry. 
They honour her— they idolife her — • 
they offer her their inceffaht homage 
— they purfue her from the kitchen to 
the garret ! — Beware ! brother I be-» 
:warc:! for, in the clafs from which you 

« 

have fo phllofophically chofen the ob- 
je£t of your affe£Hons, 'tis impoffible to 
tell what rival you ought moft to dread 

H6 
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—•wKethcr a kitchen Yalmont^ ©r a 
Lovelace firom the ftable. >»^ Beware 1 1 ^ 
again repeat * ! ■ <■ beware t 

Above all things, take cam mpt to 
preach to jonr fair one fuch a&rmon^ 
as you have ieht me in nnmiifitript*^ . 1^^ 
wonder 70a did not ihow itito obr fifler : 
all that fine rant about Ivve rnidnmm^- 
Hty, with which you regaled me, would 
have been highly charming to Madame 
D'EtioIes, who takes fuch a pnde in^ 
your purity and your nullity I -^ But 
ftay a while 1 — you will at length e- 
fcape from her tuition : — you will foon 
come into the handt of a new pfecep*- 
tor, who will not fail to give you Icf* 
fons of a different kind* You'll fee, 
Dolerval, you'll fee how long yout 
" queen" will be fatisfied with your 
refpe£tful ecftaCes — whether flie will 



like the idci of beingpahrmys an ^MdoP 
•— bow (he will reliih a lorer who is 
ready to *' adorc»^ but fwlsno inclina- 
tion to obtain the object of hi3 ^ora- 
tion ! — Indecd> indeed^ brotbcr^ I fin- 
cer^ly pity your -cafe ! — • I preferve 
your letter^ I pr^Pprte it as a monu- 
9ient oi bufi^aa^ ,weaknefs« ^<— Alas l 
what beings we afe I 

You conclude, too, by making m* 
an^ofier of pardon -^ but on condition 
that J (ball embrace your way of think** 
ing 1-^Tbat fyecimen is alone fufEcient 
to ihow that you receive all your in* 
ftru£tions from a woman* — ^ Adieu^ 
dear brothipr 1 
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•■■| '* > *•! '■ 

St. Cyr, 7thAu^ft, two m/tlie afternidoht 

. ■ . ■ • . 1 ■ w i J ' 

You recolfea/ my diea!- Vorothj, I 
had recognifed that voici whteh I have 
never heard without^'^eittbtiort. 'At that 
mftant, urged by itrf' attxious deCite td 
clear up certain cruel fufpicions which 
I dreaded to fee realifed, I interrupted 
my letter to you ^^ darted from my 
chamber, and went down flairs with- 
out light and without noife. I was foon 
at that part of the ftair-cafe wliere there 
is a communication between the pref- 
bytery and the church. — • I paufed a 
moment on the landing-place — not 
that I was flopped by the door — - for 
my uncle, in his hurry, had negle6led 
to fhut it — but becaufe he had hardly 



as yet reached th? church himfelf, and 
I fancied I ftiU heard his foot at the 
bottom of the flairs. In this iituation 
I remained^ for a while> all tremor, all 
attention. — The voice of an ungrate- 
ful man foon flruck my ears — " Come> ^ 
faid Monfieur Dolerval^ *^ come^ imite 
two lovers 1" — Unable to reftrain the 
eager curiolity which thefe words had 
excited, I pufhed open the door which 
concealed the fcene from my fight j 
and, without being myfelf expofed to 
view, I could give my eyes full fcope 
to range through every part of the 
church. 

In the aifle I too plainly difcovered 
the perfidious Polerval eagerly con- 
ducing my uncle . towards the altar, 
which had been carefully adorned for 
the occaiion> and where the prieil alone 
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feemed to be wanted. The torches of 
Hymen blazed on it, and at its foot 
ftood a woman ! — cruel woman ! — 
Vet I could not forbear examining 
her with particular attention ; and — 
would you believe it, Dorothy ? — 
would you believe that my perturbed 
imagination could produce fuch an il- 
lufion ? — Yes, let me confe& my 
weaknefs — and difclofe to you the pro* 
digious ftrength of that paflion which 
reigns in my bofom — of that ftrange 
fafcination, which, raifing a deceitful 
mift before my eyes, fhows me in every 
objeft the likenefs of a man whom for 
my happinefs it were to be wiflied I 
fliould never fee again.— That woman, 
in her impatience for the happy mo- 
ment, turned her eyes back towards 
her lover, who was haftening the fteps 
of the prieft, which did not keep pace 
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with his wiihes. Suddenly I felt a 
ftrong curiofity to difcovcr the peerlefs 
charms of her wha was preferred to me : 
and^ notwithftanding the diftance, I 
thought it would not be impoffibte for 
me to diftinguiih the features of that 
ffaranger who muft be fo captivating in 
the eyes of Dolerval ! — I did plainly di- 
fiinguifh them -^ and, fuch was my in* 
fatuation, that, in the features of this 
woman, I fancied I could difcover a 
moft ftriking refemblance of her lover. 
-*- Yes ! the longer my eyes were fixed 
on her, the more I was perfuaded that 
her countenance prefented to my view 
the image*-* the living image of the 
ungrateful man of whom her beauty 
has deprived me.— I know nM why 
that fancied refemblance increafed my 
affli6tion : but it is certain that my di* 
ftref$ was rendered niore poignant by 
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the idea of the ftTperior charms which 
I fuppofed my fortunate rival to poffefs : 
and it is equally certain that I would 
give the world to be able to fuppofc 
her Icfs charming. 

While I ftood petrified with aftonifli- 
ment, and the moft melancholy reflec- 
tions crowded on my imagination^ 
Monfieur . Dolerval again fpoke, and 
his words were a death-blow to my 
heart.— " Hafte/' faid he, ". loicrown 
-her happinefs, and mine/*. . . ■ c :* — 



1 -■ 
« ■ 



' ** Wait one moment/' replied my 
uncle. "I know you will be angry 
with me : — but, when one- is! in fo great 
a hurry, he generally forgets forae-» 
thing/* 

• 

At thefe words he turned back y and 
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I now clearly faw, that^ to avoid be- 
, ing difcovered, I muft immediately re- 
. turn to my chamber. In my agitation, 
however, the more hafte I made to get 
up flairs, the more I increafed the diffi- 
culty of a fpeedy retreat. It is true I 
had reached the fecond ftory, and was 
out of Father Sevin's fight, when he 
came to the landing-place which I had 
juft quitted. But I remained motionlefs 
at my chamber door, not daring to 
" open it, left the creaking of the hinges 
Ihpuld betray me. My caution, howw 
ever, was ineffectual — • 

"jNo^ no! I was not miilaken,!' 

» 

faid my uncle, — careful, however, to 
.direft his voice in fuch a manner as not 
to be heard by thofe in the church — 
" here has been fomebody watching us. 
— Juliette, JuHettjs! what is the caufe 
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of this reftlefsnefs which keeps you a- 
wake at fo late an hour ? G0 to fleepy 
my child t go ta fleep ; and when you 
rife^ beware of mentioning to any hu-^ 
man being a fingle fyllable of what you 
have heard or feen* This marriage is to 
remain a profound fecret/* 

At thefe words he returned into the 
church, — drew the door clofe after 
him, — locked it, ~and left me con- 
founded beyond all the powers of de« 
fcription. 

I confefs however, Dorothy^ that the 
mortification of this difcovery was at 
that moment one of the leaft of my af» 
fliflions.-— Abandoned in folitude to 
my own cutting refleftions, I had (till 
leifure to probe the wound which my 
heart had received, I difcovered its 



mortal depth, and deplored*--* alas ! too 
late deplored that cruel and deceitful 
paflion, which, but a moment before, I 
had endeavoured to conceal even ftom 1 
my own eyes ! 

Be not uneafy, however, Dorothy : 
— • though the fatal flame once burned 
in my bofom, it is now extinft : — nor 
need you fear that it will ever blaze out 
anew. What ! could it be poffible that 
I (hould ever more love an ungrateful 
roan who lavifhes his tendernefs on an- 
other obje£i, — a deceiver who has fto- 
len my a£fe£lions by the external ihow 
of an attachment at once lively and re- 
fpedlful, — a traitor, who, during the 
filence of night, and at the moment 
when he fuppofed me wrapt in fleep, 
could repair to the foot of the altar, and 
there bind himfelf by an irrevocable en* 
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gagement never to adore any other wo- 
man than my rival ? -— my rival, did I 
fay ? — no ! (he is not my rival — fhe is 
the wife of Monfieur Dolerval. Can the 
hufband of another woman be any thing 
to me ? — The hufband of another ! — 
is it poffible ? — oh 1 — Dorothy .... 

A circumftance which ought to af- 
ford fome alleviation to my forrows, is 
to fee how much my uncle fympathifes 
with me. Excellent' man ! this morn- 
ing he carefully refrained from every 
thing which could have the flighteft 
tendency to remind me of my fault of. 
laft night. But at dinner, notwith- 
ftanding my utmoft endeavours to dif-. 
guife my chagrin, he could not avoid 
noticing it. ^* What ails you^ my child?** 
faid he : " you make me very uneafy. 
Be affured I fhall exert my every effort 
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to fupport my own misfortune without 
uttei"ing a complaint: but to fee you 
diftreffed, would be infupportable to 
me. Is there any thing in my conduct 
which has caufed your prefent melan- 
choly ? If fo, I fhould hold myfelf un- 
pardonable, though unintentionally guil- 
ty. I do every thing in my power to giye 
you fatisfa£lion : and you certainly are- 
not aware how dearly I pay for it." ' 



f • 



At thefe words, Dorothy, I felt my- 
felf hurt, and thought it neceflary to 
interrupt him. *' Ah ! fir," faid I, " you 
need not remind me of your favours : 
you fee I am perfeftly fenfible of them 
in their fulleft extent : : — I am convinc- 
ed that many others would have a lefs 
claim to my gratitude, though they Oiould 
fpend much greater fums of money . • ." 
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** Money 1" exclaimed he with ho 
neft indignation — ** money ! ~- and do 
you think I allude to . . . . " -— here life 
flopped fliort, thinking, I fuppofe^ that 
it was improper to dwell any longer 
an the fubjefl: -^ then affuminga mild)- 
cr tone, *« Well, then/' faid h^, '* be 
it'fo ! •— you may think fo, if that too 
is fieceffary for your peace of .mind ! 
and fiace I appekr guilty of i a momen- 
tary want of delicacy, I conjure you to 
pardon me." 

In a fhort while after, reflefling on 
the events of the preceding night, I 
could not refrain from fliedding a few 
tears. — Father Sevin, perceiving my 
condition, wept alfo, and " In the name 
friendlhip/' faid he, "what ail$ you, 
my dear child ?" . v 



** Laft night. Sir, you united two 
lovers — — *' 

** Yes, my niece : and I aflurd you it 
was not to nie a pleating duty." 



« »t: 



iC 



ris done then ? he is married r*' 



Well ! luppofe he were ?"' 



*' Suppofe he were T' exclaimed I in 
an agony of defpair, and covering my 
face with both my hands — " if he were, 
I mufi never fee him more !" 

My uncle remained fllent: 1 urged 
him to an explanation, as if any furtherr 
confirmation were neceffary to convince 
me of my misfortune. — The hoaeft 
pried did not immediately yield to my 
importunities — but continued for ja 

Vox. IL I 
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confiderabte time to walk up and do^ti 
the room with long ftrides, vifibly agi- 
tated> and apparently at a lofs.how to 
d€t. In fuch a delicate fituation, my 
friend — for he well deferves the- ap*- 
pellation — my generous friend was no 
doubt afraid to confirm an event of 
which the bare apprehenfion had alrea- 
dy fo deeply affefled me. — At length 
he fpoke — but the only anfwer he 
ftiade to • my inquiries, was to utter 
twice with a profound figh, and in a 
tone of which I felt the full force, " Poor 
child ! poor child !" 

I then recollefited that the hoof was 
<itiw approaching at which Moftfieur 
D^lerval was accuftomed to vifit us. I 
thought it not impoffible that the crt^l 
man might perhaps can^his perfidy te> 
a degree of audaciouinefsi and^dare^^ 

8. 



appear ag^in in my prefence« Be^4^ 
the fympathy which Father Sevux had 
exprefled for me, tended not a little to 
Jnfpire mewith refolution. •— " Give ipe 
]^jave, uncle/* faid I, " to retire to my 
fjbwAher for the remainder of the eveor 
ing and night." 



" JIow !. my niece ! -^ and am I t^ 
\>c fo long deprived of .„ , . . ?'V 



** I r-equeft you will not refufe i^^ 
that indulgence/* * 

" Indulgence !" repeated he — " Bat 
1 ha¥% already promifed — ^ and I now 
repeat lay promife -^ that your evq-jr 
wiib ihaU be a law to me» boweve^ 
painful my co^npliance may prove. -*? 
Goy my child,. fince fuch is .your defire,; 
and i:e{n^mber that in thi$ hbufe you ar^ 

I z 
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abfolute miftrefs of your time Und your 
aftions." / 

I thanked him, Dordthy-^viind, as I 
Teas going out of Ac room, he bid me 
adieu in a tone of compdffiori -^ fcw <>f 
the gentlcft, the tendereft conipfrflibd^. I 
was cpnfiderably affefted on the oeca- 
fion. In fhort, Dorothy, I HaVe'the 
ftrongeft reafon to think that mf tihtle 
too labours under the weight of fttne 
bidden grief: and I can plainly perceive 
that it is thofe alone who hiave f srfted 
the cup of misfortune, who can by a 
fingle word afford comfort t^^^hers'tm- 
(A&r fimilar circuriift^nce^. ^ 'F**ISng 
however that I Itbod miich WriH^ of 
foUtude, 1 ran to niy • chkmber -^ kfcfc - 
ed myfelf in ~ arid (it down to-Wi-jte 
you thi$ Tetter, which t mi5ift*i*wiih 
niy tears. '"] [. "'" '■'■■''^ -'^.^Sut 
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DOLERTAL to MuRVILLB. - 
Tours, 8th Atfguft^ tlevta in the mominl^ 

So ! brother! ybB vent all your wit 
and ridicule on me in revenge for my 
having produced bettei arguments than 
yours ! but you.may. fafely do fo t— fiich 
of your jokes as perfonally concern me, 
leave no difagrceable impreffion on my 
, mindi i aflure you. — As to the inde- 
cent farcafms which you have utter- 
ed againft a girl equally virtuous and 
charming, I look on them indeed as fo 
many Wafphemies : neverthelefs I par- 
don them, — r cdnvjjnced that you woitld 
ivever more be guilty of fuch injuftice, if 
-you- were better acquainted with the ad- 
orable jniece of Father Sevin. What 
refined (enfe^ what underftanding (he 
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poffefles ! — what an aflemblage of ami* 
able qualities, which feldom unite in 
the fame perfon !— what nnmberlfefs "ac- 
.complilhments I — But I muft quit you> 
to go make inquiries concerning her. 
Ycflerday I had nql the happinefe of 
feeing her : — fhe was not well. — Her 
uncle faid it was but a flight indifpQ«* 
fition: nfcverthelefs my anxiety :on^her 
account kept me awake the whcde 
night. — My mind will not be at eafc 
•until I have feen her — I fly to the 
prefby tery. ^ 

* « 

f 

1 ^ 

Noot 

■ • » ■ 

Wlvat a thundef-fttoks I — whtat. jcatji 
'I have done to offend her? -^i of .what 
crime have I been guilty ? — I reaohpd 
the prefbytery — flie did notexpeftmg 
at that hour— -but I did'teiKt idtiHtvp 
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dn her counteoance that agreeable (^r- 
jwife which (he was far froqi endeavour^ 
ing to conceal whenever in my evening 
vifits I arrived before the ufual hour. — 
*— Unpafy> I accofted. her, and' in a 
tone of eagernefjj inquired whether i\x9 
was recovered. ..... 

" Recovered, Sir 1" interrupted flie 
— " recovered of what V* : i 

** Of your yefterdayls-indifpofitioo**' 

** You were mifinforflped. Sir : -i- 1 
Affure you I was perfe£tly welU'* 

** How then came we to t)e deprived 
of the pleafure of your company ?^^ 

" The pleafure of my company, Sir, 
J5 ttot very great. — Befides, I do not 

^l4 ■ 



t 
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fltor yefterday :*^ag to'irtf ^(>ttrt, tafltaife 
yoa I: did wDt (Kjcpcft any.^^^ 5*:^ ' x k 

-♦^That declare tioft;Madam> -few 
Tiie 1/wy mortifying — rt«y it fom€#fe« 
ftirprifes mev'' • >- 

•• Surprifes yott \ -^ Ahd €0uld ^ou 
then never caftcfeive that yotir affidiiii^ 
lies in this houfe might picbrhaps'nbt be 
equally agreSabk'to ail pmiesi^ * 

" Permit me to obferve. Madam, 
that this is a fcvere leflbn, and whicbl 
think I have not deferved."^ 

" Deferved, or not. Sir, I recommend 
to you to ttudy it, and profit by it." 

■s. 

During this converfation, my friend 



father Sevin wa$ at work io tlie gar* 
^etfi -^ Siirprifed to fee, that, inftead 
of going to'bin), I was quitting the 
prelbytery, he jan after me and called 
me back. <-^ I flopped but for a fingle 
mdment,; to t^ him th^t if he continu* 
ed to fet any value on my. friendfiupv 
he muft in future cultivate it at my 
h^f€|^ fiiice the., entrance of his was 
lh^C@fQrward forbiddeQ me.— ^I di4 
l»$>t wait foT: aa anfwer/but ran hom^st 
overwhelmed with defpair-^ yest;,br<o^ 
ther, downright defpair f - 
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, '. > Emily to DoJBLQT^e^y^ ... 

9th Aiiguily d^ in the'ttidfhifl 

'. ' . ' f ^ ^ ■ ... 

» : ■. ^> . • ' • , ...""" V •«-.*../.' • 

I THANK !yot!^ dear Dorothy, for the 
aOtSbhxions whteh you fo- libenalfy af* 
!^rd me -*b\ii: I ^no loagcr fland -kl 
need of them — I am hctter «r- much 
better^ •*— Let me tell you — ^fIoniieur 
.Dolerval * .. .i' was' miftakcn 1 *--• At-* 
tend, lifter, attend- 

Yefterday I had fo for oflfered vio- 
fence to my feelings, as to tell him that 
1 would never fee him again. — But fo 
gr^t an effort having quite exhaufted 
my refolution, I paffed the remainder of 
the day and the entire night in tears* 
During the whole of the evening my 
tmcle appeared deeply afflifted at my 



grief, and this morning again I faw 
liim ftill more ftrongly affefiled. " Poor 
child! Poorcbiidr' he riepeft ted every 
jnoment : at length he fell into a pror 
found reverie-— he walked up and dowa 
ihc room with hafty fteps — ^iflxicjy fat 
<m bis brow -^ he appeared ..irfffoJ^^t/s 
*^ tliflatisiied with Jiimfejf -**-^ aod I 
thought I heard him muttejr. -thefe 
jwroirfs "^f- " The deceptioix has lafts^pt 
too long — 'tis .a .cruelty ! --^ it woijJd 
be downright perfidy J " r-At th^titv 
ftant he fuddenly. turned towards m% 
Jand addreiTmg me' [in .hafly aci^eot;^ 
** How cruel/' faid jH^ ** is tl^e irifif 
which preys upon your heart I — it 
-vouiMis me to the fg^y^-^JBut, take 
i:omfort, my child--*- wipe away^yoiy 
stears-: .•***• he is not marjcied/* 

.."Wb©.?:--lie? vncler 

I 6 



w9a atxi/t'ns vuorhant.' 

i ^ He — hhnfelf;" ; ' . .1 .: - 

;. ^ You faf Jbe t» not ? --^ repeat it, X 
pray you — repeat it l" 



;.«< 



I repeat tbat lie.b lutt married. 
Von jnHbonceiTed my asifwer yefter- 
4ay'« Ifprant it was fomewhat atpbi* 
gUotiSt*<^<and there I was to blame. 
My fault; to be fure^ was a grievoos 
^e t -^ but what can be faid, my 
t:htM ? i^<^ I am a man,: and liable^^like 
every other man> to be under the do- 
minion of ..... . Pardon me, Juliette ! 

liave feme pity .:•. '* 



/. f. 



'i;v. 



^^ Here my uwiJe ftopped fliort -j^ pro- 

' %2bly becaufe he faw ^me tremUe and 

^ lufn pale. —A moment before,-! had 

rifen from my feet with animation •— 

1 had given 4 degree of vehetaeace to 

7 
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my difcourfe and geflore^ bub how I 
was obliged to fit down again — a 
fiuiden weaknefs pervading my whole 
frame* 



Sevin, aevertiielefsy muft barer 
iflOftgincd thai there. was nothing, alanii-* 
ing in my condition ; for, inftead of g&r- 
ing> me any ailiftance^ he precipitately 
van out of the room : -^ in fa^ .that kind 
of fi^htnefs which I experienced, wgs 
not painfu)> and almoft immediati^y 
pafTcd offi > -. V 

Meanwhile, my uncle not making 
his appearance, I apprehended he was 
angry, and went to the garden ii) quell 
of him. — He hady as it wfre,r(^n- 
cealed hin>felf in the moil retired afid 
obfcure corner-— I pcrc^eived htm ila,9d* 
ing Jikca fiatue frr^hii J^qa^ i^ngl, b^th 



t9z E*rf It i>« 'Tft'RiyfdfW^' 



his hands leaning dgainft tbe tr^r^ 0F9 
tVee. His attitude wa$ that it>f a maa^ 
tapt in profound meditation. Heihuji^ 
indeed have been viery deeply immerfcd 
in thought, fince he neither faw nor 
heard me, though I approached almoft 
to his very ^Ibow. — " Ah t** fatd he^ 
it was the excefs of joy P* 



ft if «ro*J *\\a ^-^r^txfo ^¥ \fs.m* X** , \\^ii; 



'* No, uncle 1 it was the tjusxitk of 

6ftonifhment." 

At the firfl: found of my v6ice, Fak 
ther Sevin darted — ** Why do you not 
refpeft my privacy?'* faid he ■ — "Why 
do you come here to watch and fur*^ 
prife . . . . ?' 



\>t » '.» 



I could not fuffe'r htm tb firiilh the 
ientence — 1 faw his face bedewed 
ivith tears •— and immediatelyexicbiair 



iod^f^ ^' HowiuohflpfKjr iheuld I hi, nin- 
clc, if my joy Wiarc to you a caufe of 
grief !^ 

" No t no !" faid he, taking me by 
the hand, and eagerly prcfling it in his 
— ^ no, my child ! I cannot be happy 
linlefs you are fo/* ^ 

" But thofe*tcarisl 

*^ Let them not give you any uneafi- 
nefs — how can you tfell from what 
fource they flow ? — perhaps from the 
pleafure of feeing your ibrrows at an 
«nd — and having it in my power ai 
the fame time to give confolation to 
my young friend, who is in a ftate little 
ihort of diftraaion." 



4f 



Diftraflion i -^ you think fo }"* 
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*' Come I J muft make complete »• 
paration for my errors.** 



^* And for mine, uncle ? 
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'* This very morning^'' . ' 



^ This inftant P' 



.v/ b'au,^j.r 



• i; -il 



.;»- 



t ** Be it fo— this very in&of.— ^tell 
|)iiji> in mf; own n^me and in ypuf9 ;. »: !^ 

/^ ' ' • • / • • : .. ' . : ■ . 1 1 . 1 1 ■ ' ■ ' • ' •■'"! '■ T ■■ ■ 

i "- ;W^ in mine? -r-,i?an*t yoU con- 
£bq yoiu^felf to telling: hiqoi .thai your 
niece is fpmetitnes a little pettift)> but 
that you will not facrifice to her capri- 

ces a friendlhip which .*•-*' 

'.'■'■ f '■.. i . • ■ ■» • • • - 1 ■ -. . . ■ J . * 

{ . \, . -.' -*, ' . * . .. , • ..14 4. - ■**;■. 
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'* I unaerftand you — It Is ' I who 
muft bring back Dderval in fpite of 
Juliette. — It Ihall be fo : — but at leaft, 
my niece, be cautious never to fpeak 
to him of any thing you pay have feen 
the night before laft. I muft not, I can- 
not reveal to you the myi^ery of that 
clandeftine marriage. Suffice it to fay 
that Dolerval attended on the occafiou 
merely as a witnefs : and do you re^ 
fatisfied with my repeated aifurwces 
that fuch was the cafe/' 

Th& converfation, \^hich "I ieTate 
pretty cfrcuriiftaDtially, eafed my feud 
of a burthen which was beginning to 
. . . . But r muft go down ftafrs ^^I 
hear Father Sevin going out. -^ 1 4b 
not yet bid you adieu, Dqrdthy. : 

• Noon.. 



* ; 



I have feen him once more, Dorothy 
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— ^ r have feen him fooner than I hoped^ 
and at a moment when I did not ex-^ 
pect him. 

I wiflied for my uncle's return — my 
uncle, I thought, was a longp time^ 
gone ! I walked back arid forwards in 
the garden, accufing Father Sevin of 
extreme tardinefs. At length, not 
linowTng how to fiH up the tedious ihf- 
'ferv&l, I returned to the parlouf, and^ 
Tat down to the piano. Some pieces" 
ef mufic lay on the defk — ► I attempteA 
4hein -^ but their length e^thaufted xnj 
J)l^tience : I then naturally returned tcr 
:«py favourite ballad, which t played 
•/md fang at the fame time-. 

'^'VlTiat a charmmg voice! what a 
delicate toOch !*' exckimed fomebody: 
behind me, when I had made a epo-^ 

-ClufioO. ;' u 
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• I turned my eyes — aiid — figure ta 
yourfelf.xny aftonifliment -r- there he 
flood, liftening- and, motionlefs, at the 
door of that apartment, where, think- 
ing myfelf alone and unobferved, I had 
.given full fcppe to my voic^. — Father 
Sevin, inftead of knocking at tlje out- 
er door, had let himfelf in with his 
mafter-key, without my hearing him>— - 
.He wa§ accQmj)anied.:^y Moafieur Do- 
/l^rv^ljf^wbpj as I toldy.Qj^ before^ flood 
itootioxjlefs with furprife, and, I might 
venture .to fay, with admiration, -r- 
^l!Ln;y<Hi think it ftrange, JDorotby^ that, 
id this moment; of conioiiioa I (hould b& 
-or fpeak "without confederation ? My 
thoughts wandering I knew not where^ 
I rofe from my feat, advanced to .Mr^ 
Dolerval, and foolilhly enough obferv- 
'«d to him that;! thought him " verjr 
much altered/'. 



rS8 BMItT DE VARlKO^t* 

Father Seyin obfervcd my oyeriightr 
and attempted to repair it— but, in 
his over-hafte, committed a new one 
himfelf — . " Altered ?" faid he — 7 We 
are, every one of us, altered — let u« 
now forget our pail cares, and talk ^f 
the brilliant talents of the difci:fi[i^t X\^ 
'Dcttfe, 



>»' 



Here a new tid^ of cdmpllmcii«ts 5111^ 
poured on nte -— Father Sevin expreSsd 
his extreme fiirprife,\and in th^^o^Qit 
fiatterbg terms chid me for my fprmer 
refejcve. But much greateap* \wa& jdie 
aftpnilhrnentofMohfieurDoiterval^ who 
could hardly be perfuad^d that the Dnf» 
^ cle was unacquainted with the pieq^^s^ 
talents.— They b^h united in fequeft- 
irig me to repeat the baUad, as if they 
were aftaid that. what they. ha4w:itiie^ied 
was. only |i ^dream^. — My i^cojcid -^^ 



fempt was not fo happy sis the former, 
•^^ perfiaps in confeqoence of the great 
exertions I made to obtain a more bril^ 
liant fuccefe. — Certain it is that my 
Wice and my hand trembled at the 
farhe time. — I excufe my uncle for 
having tioticed the ctrcumftance with 
it degree of regret : — but I think Mod- 
fieur Dolerval muft have been the better 
' j{)Tea{eid with my performance, -ip*«- Be 
tfet as it may, they,muttfaJly congra- 

' tutated each other oft the acquifition 

hf ah additional performer, who would 

"bVing back the happy time when they 

tiled 'id' iiave a concert aknoft every 

^day. Thie jJarty is already fettled for 

' this Evening r^^— Monficur I>olefva1 pro* 
irlifes to brmg his mWGc^mail^r; tod^s 
Whis'iifter, he hdpes that in a few,days 

'' the ^ili be'M Mberti^ i-ahdthatfhe will 
ttteft btt eiiger to'^Bie ^txid^'^ adteire 
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-• 

the talents, and perhaps (hare in the 
ibccefs, of a competitor certainly wor-* 
thy of her." 



I do not mean, Dorothy, to conceal 
any circumftance from your knowledge 
•**- 1 therefore own to you that I was not* 
very well fatisfied with Monfieur Do-? 
lerval this morning: — I thought I^ 
could fee in his countenance a greater 
degree -of coolnefs than of dejeftion -f 
and his behaviour wore the appearance 
rather of indiiference than referve, . ^ 
fancied I could perceive that he.was^leff 
pleafed to find I poffeffed a valuable t^T 
lent, than picqued at the idea of my 
having fo long concealed it from him : 
and from fome expreffions which e- 
fcaped him In taking his leave, I would 
lay any wager that he ftill imagines my 
uncle v^s in the fecret, and C0QCiUTe4 



t 
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m 

5vith me in deceiving him. How un- 
reafonable I how unjuft ! I can hardly 
bring myfelf to pardon him. We fhall 
fee, this evening — we (hall fee, whe- 
ther he d^res to harbour a fufpicion by 
which I feel myfelf fo much hurt. - ( 
fliall not fail to inform you of it, Doro- 
thy But of what confequence is it 

to you ? — and I myfelf — fool that I 
am! — is it on fuch things I ought to 
employ my thoughts ? — ah ! my dear- 
eft Dorothy, once more excufe your 
Emily ! — you (hall certainly have rea- 
fori to be better fatisfied with my next 
letter. 
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Emily to Dorothy, 

Augufi 12» 

JIOW thoughllefs was I ! In my an* 
Iwer to your laft, I paflfed over in filence 
that part of your letter which required 
the moft particular notice. — Yes 1 I 
co-incide with you in opinion that Fa- 
4her Seviri has been unable to guard his 
heart againft a fatal attachment for 
your unfortunate fifter: — yes! I have 
reafon to think that the mod wretched 
of all paffions — jealoufy-^has (prung 
up in that bofom where fenfibility 
reigns equally with generofity. 

Yefterday we had a fecond concert. 
— I own to you that the manner of our 
performance would be fufficient to givjS 



ifte a difgpft againft mufic, if that were^ 
peffible. The moment Monfieur Do* 
lerval'^ appears, my uncle runs tOjmeeC " 
him — my uncle gives him a friendly:) 
reception -*-■ a very friendly one, I muft'r 
do him the juftice to fay : — *• but why - 
does he not fuffer me alfo Jo fhow him ^ 
fame civility? why does he hardly al-^ 
low me time to a(k his friend any of v 
thole queftions of pure civility, which : 
cuftom requires even between commoa 
acquaintances ?•— Would not one be > 
tet^pted to imagine from this condu£):> . 
, thfet converfation of every kind is tire- 
fojne to him whenever there is a- third 
p^fon prefent who could add to its . 
charms ? — • Father Sevirr urges, teafes 
us—- we muft immediately fit down to 
our never-ending concerts. If thepiecesr ' 
are of that kind which is commonly. » 
called lively—- but which to- me ap^ / 
Vol. II. K 
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pears extremely, flat and irifipid— alj 
goes well enough with niy/ uncle.— 
Very different is the cafe whea by 
chance we happen to take up any of 
thofe really interefting compofitions 
which are full of expreflion'— fweet— ' 
tender — or melancholy. Then I enter ' 
into thq fpirit'of the piece —-I •perform 
with more precifion, more tafte,, niore 
animation. Moniieur Dolerval alfo be-;^ 
comes more animated, more impaffion- 
ed — for his heart is all fenfibility. But 
my uncle immediately fets us al} aftrayi 
^- and how indeed can he be expei^ed 
to keep time, when, inftead of looking \ 
at the notes, he has his eyes conftantly 
rivetted on his niece and bfe fwepd ?^-^. . 
In vain we attempt to continue— in • 
vain the mufic-mafter^s attention en-' : 
deavours to fet him right— Father S^- ; 
via is deaf to every thinjg around hfi]l/ . 



\ 
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Twice during our yeftcrdaj*s concert' 
Ms cohfdfion increaifed^to fuch ^ degree/ 
that he threw down his bafs at the rifle 
of breaking it^ and ran to (hut himlelf 
up in the adjbihirig apartment^ He 
came back to us, it is true -^ but to' 
whatpiirpofe ? — he could not be prevail- ' 
ed on to refume the piece which he hadf* 
fo cruelly interrupted ! And how could • 
I utter a fmgle word of complaint ? -fo ■ 
confufed, fo vexed did he himfelf ap- 
pear at the untoward accident, not* 
withftanding the fmile which he afFeft- 
cd to wear on his return. And let me 
obferye one circumftance which gave 
me very great pairi -^eacli time, on re- 
entering the room where we were, I 
took notice that his eyes were quite red. 
I have not a doubt, Dorothy, that, when 
he hurries away to the other apartment, 
it is to ihed tears- 
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Apotber thing which Turprifea me- n<r 
lefs^ and which Ji am perha:ps ftiH more 
forty to. obfer\ne to you>. is that Mon-^ 
fieur Dolerval no longer teftifies for hfs 
friend that affeflionate intereft- which 
he at firft. feemed to feel for him, and . 
which the unfortunat^^condhionof Fa- 
tber Sevin feems- to* require.. Nay 
Monfieur Doler\'^al, except inthofetare 
azid tranfient moments when the pow- 
ers of mufic warm his foul and traof- 
pprt him as it were beyond himfelf, ftill . 
preferves towards me th;at air of indif-. 
ference bordering on difdain, which fo 
much hurt my feelings a few days 
lince. What ! ought my uncleV fuf- 
ffrings fo foon to have exhauft^d the 
patience of his friend ? and although the 
young man might have fome caufe of 
complaint againft me^ is his refentment 
utterly implacable ?•— 5JiaU tteU.ybojt- 

6 



EMILY Dfi VAItMONT. I97 

Borothy ?— fo fudden a change in his 
conduift. gives me ample .room for re- 
flc£lion and. furmife. Father Sevin is 
inflamed with love and with jealoufy: 
-~- ^very circumftance concurs to provt 
it beyond a doubt: — but then, is his 
-own -unfortunate paffion the fole caufe 
lof his prefeht affliftion ? Is he not Irke^ 
wife, tormented by fome dreadful amci- 
^etyi rd^efting my fete? Oouid if:bc 
through a miftaken pity, tJiapt, on the 
Second day after that fatal night When, 
{^appeared overwhelmed with the op* 
preffive weight of -my misfortijnes, ray 
ioo generous mAcle thought it ■'n^ceflk'^ 
to deceive me "by a cruelty bttdrenis fie* 
do», of which he now perceives the 
err^r dfvd the danger ? In fliort, i\*on* 
fieulr- Dolferval, at pre'ferit fo different 
frddivwhatiie was before — is hcor is 
lre«iot4aarried ? -r- My furmifes> Doro* 

' K 3 
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tby, willrtb: you iaippear drcadfui-f.^r- 
. bu t ; do ; you ^remoy e^ i if .pofii^la -~r re- 
.Hiove from my fight, all the objeSs of 
jity fa^icion, which at every momeiit 
revives and acquires new ilren^th^ "^ 
that church !.—-»- ^hat altair!. — -thatvvo- 
man, ever prefent to my ihoughts>>. ^sb^ 
vrhom, though. I but once. had. a iingle 
-glimpfe of her features^' - 1 coui^/'POtuit 
"Out among a thoiifand of bei! fex Iv??^ 
tUelp s me to banifli ftoto my mesiBfc^ 
that fpot, which, every^day, t}^txf)iswf.r 
i feel myfelf involuntarily impelie4: t4^ 
vifit and examine, -— that. ipotL where 
the moft ungrateful ;£df I meni^kiit^^ 
tbeftopS'Oftheprieft. A1x>YeiilljthingSt 
ieatb. me to, forget thofe wordicwJ|y$:^ 
conftantly refound in my., eai^ idnd 
/whofe import is fo exident ajidjfo 
dreadful-.^"-^ ?* Come, unite: two. loyfers,! 
•^ hafte to cro\i}fa her hapyiaeift jiiod 



mine P* *^ I alk yO«, Dordthy, is it na- 
tural that a perfoiv who is to «ffift mert- 
ly as a wittiijfsi (hould fhow fuch eagar 
impatknce ? that he (hould ufe fudi 
earndl > and preffing folicitations ? <^h- 
Alas? what have I written? what ideas 
are fuggefted to me by a fatal delta/ion 
in whichr I feem to take>a pleafure^! 
Hapleis Emily ! of what confequence tt> 
you to learn whether he be united tp 
Another by indiflbliible tiesr— ;w wh^ 
ientiments he feels for you ? r^ Alas J 
four otily tare ought to bei to.examiilr 
"by what fteps you can beft efcape the 
€vili with which you are threat e&<4 
by a pafiion that prefentsi Qought btlt 
dangers, in whatever light yoa-coQ^ 
teinplate it. i: .:; ,.-* 



:<r- 



; Btit, Dorothy, tbat Jftep .on which; | 
have fometiises thought inmome^ts^of 

K4 ' 



defp^ir — and which you barely hint 
to me with fuch evident relufil^nce and 
H^^prehenfion — do you think it realjy 
prafticable? Can! fuddenly fly from 
the place which has afforded m^ an 
afylumin my misfortunes ?— renounce 
this riiral life, whofe peaceful cbarn^ 
have almoft won my attachmejdt ? — 
abandon the worthy Father Sevin, who 
idid not hefitate to increafe his own iii- 
jdigence -by relieving mine? and leave 
him, a«the only return for the generous 
iofpitality he ha« fhown ;me, th« re- 
membrance of my ungratefill diftruft ? 
Shall I, in my eager hafte to fly ftom 
an enemy who is too dear to my heart, 
expofe myfelf to the rifk of falling by 
the dagger of an unnatural ^flaffin ? -— 
expofe my fate once more to the mercy 
of fortuitous events? ■ — go from door to 
door, begging ihclter. aud proteftion? 



and, in my apprehenficn^ of a danger 
which may now be faid no longer to 
exift fince I am acquainted wadti and 
gi|2krded s^a^ft it, expofe myfelf to a 
thoufaqd new dangers, perhaps inevita- 
fcle, fcecaiife impoifibJe tp be forpfeeu? 
*--i No ! . ah, no ! I have laot fuffioient 
courage to obey ijie di6lates of that 
forofigbtiand cautioo which.may be prq- 
dudive o£ f[\xdx ilfaital c^nfequex^es $q 
me at a futuue^d^y. ; . 
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MoRyjtt.]& to DairERVAL*;^ • . 

•-■ • •••■■ -'.•■■••■ •'] H.w^,;i-u^.;v--ij .Vrisli..^-./! 
SOI^ Motffiieur Doferv^; itlisiyesy^^- 
ficult to • maker- you iibeak: qcit 1 ! JbJ^iift- 1 
beoblfjg^^ to extort from yoU an indU 
reft 'avdwal: of <wfeat A^ woUW^BeVfo 
ir|[ree<kt>]e tc^* me ' tQ:riicar/y(>ju frankly 
tonfefs ? — With the; exoeptibn^^of this 
one circumftance^ however, I am infi- 
nitely obliged to you for your confi- 
dence! Egad, you'll fupport the ho- 
nour of the family ! What I you afpire to 
nothing lefs in the firft inftance than a 
fhare in the f id-bits of the church ! and 
at the expenfe of your dear friend, 
whom you flily and fnugly rival under 
his own roof! What a noble debut t 
Such deeds befpeak you a genuine bro- 



ther of mine — the undeg6nerate off^ 
fpring of the race of Murville ! 

Nevertlielefs I. have fo long obferved 
you to fhow a vulgar tafte, that I am fome* 
what afraid' to allow you all at onfe>to 
pdikti truly noble iaciinations. I hop/^ 
I am not miftaken on the prefent occaf 
(iony and 'that I have not prefumed too 
much in your favour. That Father Se* 
vin> whom you meation — is he not the 
new reftcw* of St. Gyr, — the young man 
who is fo much attache^ to you, and 
for whom you entertain fo warm a 
friendfliip, — in fhort, your Pylades, 
your fecond felf ? — an honeft fellow 
on the whole> and who InceflaDtly Hghs 
for the day when priefts {hall be mar- 
ried ? — Oh I I know the fpark, and 
have more than once predi£led to him^ 
that^ in fpite of his fcruples^ he would 
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ibonet or later follow '4he eooitr^Ie of 
the cloth, 4t>d take in it' niece t 



But 1 would venture any wager (hat 
you are not yourfelf aware how arduous 
the enterprife yon are aibout to.attempf 
J— ^ that you do not know 3^at fcmd of 
being a prieft's niece is. Well, then, 
ill tell you — • rU inform you of every, 
particular — I'll not lofe this opportu- 
nity of difplayirig my erudition -«- for 
in ihort I wi(h you to entertain a good 
opinion of me. 

In days of yore — long — long ago, 
my dear brother — ' at a time when nei- 
ther you, nor I^ nor Father Sevin, was 
yet in exiftence — in a word, many 
centuries back, the primitive church 
did priefts the honour to think, aad the 
juftice to acknowkdgej that they were 



men . Cop&ij[u«rtly: reviser jpirjipft i^ho 
felthjmfelfiQ onclined, wos at liberty to 
choofe a helpmate, to whom he might 
without fear or blufh give the name' of 
wife, -— at Jibertjr alfo to ihcfeafe the 
population of his country by the annual 
prefentiof an innoicent babe who was. 
not cruelly condemned to wear the 
brand of illegitimacy, — Unfortunately, 
however, a council — the council of 
Trent, if I am not nxiftaken* — mori^..^^- 

. * He is miflaken : — his erudition is quite of. 
a piece with that of his cotemporary young mea 
of quality. — The faft is thi«, : -— No. divine law 
forbids or could forbid the marriitge of priefts s 
no divine law (bands in oppofition to. the facred 
laws of nature. The old teilament allowed the 
minifiers of the altar the full exercife of all their 
faculties ; and in the new, JeiusChrift gives no 
precept which infcinges on .the rights of man. 
One ckf his moftforv^nt apofUes — St. I^aul hixn- 
f«i£--iQj»s- piffles to Xitus-and Timothy, wUl^ 



ao6 ttkitri>k vlftkiaihr. 

pientthan an "Ae cobii^Hfe tfiat lisuj 
ever been held before -^*ttte ctJiihcil of 

• ' '■.■-■.*.' 

liave bifhops to be cha{ie and coiiiiaeat — > but lA 
marriagCi not in celibacy — ^* a biihop nfluft oe 
blamelefs — the hufband of one wife** — ^ dr one 
vft/cj be it well undcrftood* * Accopdinglyj dui"- 
ing the firfl three centuries of Chrjftiadity; the 
priefts, who un^cillpod St.* FauJ's nieahing, had 
wives : of which I have ^o objeftion to produce 
a few inftances. — Accordino; to St. Tei^ome — 
whofe word we mud not dare to call ih queiHotit, 
becaufe a /aini could not be capable of telling a 
lie — Tertullian, in his dying moments, exhort- 
cd his vji/e to live (ingle. Some of my readers 
may perhaps think Tertullian rather too felfifli on 
the occafion. — With that I have no concern ? 
my only objeft is to prove that the great Tertul- 
lian, who carried his jealoufy of his wijfe even be- 
yond the grave, muft therefore certainly bare 
had a wife. Nor' was he the-onfy "prieft wh«^ had 
entered into thel>ahds of wedlock : — for We find 
St. Cyprian feverely rebuking Novatus, a mar-" 
ried prieft. But, mind me —-he <ioes not repri- 
nrnnd "furn'rithey for UavTng tali^ a wife| or for 



Trept, ip fttprt*, lclieci4ed . that , priefts 
were made.of joperidf ftuflFto the com- 

Ipying hdTAto e^i;*(rsy-or foriDdoIg^ng. t(H|t miach 
m.hatlcot}[^pMtr^bv^ on the contrary, foiv hav- 
ing'ni^dy. ialiitjied . the poor woman with a vio- . 
lent kickwhich.brGfUgbt;on a mifcarriagc. — I)|b- 
vatus'wfts celtainly abad hufband «r- a.downrieht 
brute: and, I am forry for it t but.at.tHSs fame 
timej.anii g!a4:tq obferve that a ^lint^took the 
part of a wooi^j^-find. the wife of a pr^fl too 
-» and of her children. 

Let us now proceed to thofe dreadfirl couikflh'. 
— Unfortunate fons of the church ! it was that 
of Neocaefarea, held in 3 14, which firfl laid a re^ 
ilraint on your matrimonial faculties. In its 
tenth canon it decreed that any deacon, who ^ad 
not, at the time of his ordination, exprelsly* 
declared his intention, of one day taking a wife^ 
fhould not afterwards be admitted to the rites of 
Hymen, unlefs he renounced his eccleiGaflical 
fundions. 

«> Eleven years after thby diefamoika cbuacilof 



*inon [herd of nmbkindy^ind ought to 
abftainirom ming)ing.tfliFeIr facvedbiood 

*Nictea impofed cdibac7>oji'1[lU'the4nimftei9 dF 
the altar, withmrt exeepHra. ^-Itt'-diid fdUorwiag 
century, t^'as held'the OMlneibof Orange, nvbofe 
artti-nattiral prudenfec deflated' evorJr'prMl^ho 
did not abfhin firimiywirh'^;' At^UflgiawhtepflU 
litic Gregory VII. c^mjAeted <he JbifeSacfef^mi 
entirely cut ofFthe priefHiood fironl ill ^jftiieAioA 
with fociety and their t>wn fpeci^si >.'-•• < . • 2 

Towards the middle of the twelfth century, ne- 
>cijtby?lefs> paj^e-CfLeftin was^ j^l o.^Jj|rcd to/end 
j)is legates into Eolvemia to oblige the.ex.^kjSallics 
to iubmit to celibacy. The latter, who were 
ftaunch friends of^msLtxiinpn^ .o^)£Jily .prptefted 
thaf. they would not bend. their necks to ^^ a ^oke^ 
VifUch ftfither^Uey.Ror their fathers h|id been a- 
bk to^bear." t X?i?£ou;tu^^t^yljpweycr..thf5y ,wei;e 
compelled to ^xt : and I leave you to CQnj|e£tuce 
whether the peace of the laica} hu£b^ds in thsLt 
country was never difturbed in confequence : -r 
I am content to judge by comparifon, and define 
iioiarther pfQpf .thj?ff^ wjiat C?^j5.^ji[q]Cigfe£f.J>y 
the too patient huiObands ia this country. 



witK the impure juices which flow in 
the veins of a frail woman. — Thus the 
facred decree of the council: •«- but 

After thirteen hundred years of bstrbarifoi) the 
* voice of reafon attempted^ to obtain a hearing — 
Charles V» defired that the council .of Treat 
^ouU;rellore to ejcclefiaftics the liberty of pnar- 
. tying — but thcp^pe, Paul Ill.refufed to con- 
fent to the meafure. — I will not take upon me to 
affirm that this Paul III. was the pontiff Who, be- 
ing urged -to declare, the motives of his averfion tb 
!the marriage of prlefls, anfwereti, ** It is princi- 
-pally their wives and children who endanger the 
-property of :the church." — What an excellent 
reafon ! — The fame might ilill have had fome' 
weight two years ago* : but at prefcht, whfcn the 
church has no longer any temporal property to 
-preferve, why deprive her miniilers of Jtlurfweets 
of a legitimate union ? -—Ye prudent and hunlittie 
■legiflators! reftore to them the right* of efpoufing 
pur daughters/ if you wifh that they fhould leave 
us in peaceful poffeffion of our wives ! 

* Publiihed ia 1791. 



2IO £MI1.T D£ VARMCNt. 

' Dame Nature, who is not always pet- 
feftly Roman catholic and apoftoUe, 
has never confented to fanttion that 
epifcopal canon. From that period, 
thereforo, in order to oj^tain fajtisfa9- 
: tion for .this violation of her righta, •(he 
has compelled many a Right Reverend 
publicly to keep a number of handfomfe 
miftreffes. From that period alfp, the 
poor fubordinate drudges of the church, 
^o^ot daring . to. imitate the oondiufik of 
tbehr fopettertf in openljr prddaiifaing 
their fcandal, have parfued the fafer 
plan of niarrying a mVrip inftead of a 
tc^.. It was about that time alio, I 
think; that,' with a yiew.to.makefuitr 
lible pro vifioh for ihe numerous fwaFp5« 
t)f natural children that holy Mother 
Church daily produced, the fchejm^ 

was adopted of eftabliflihig religious 

J ■ ' ' ■••/..• 
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oirders, ' and founding convents and 
nunneries. 

And do you pretend, - after this, to 

poach on hoiy ground? Luckjefs wight! 

know you not that the god of the priefts 

18 a jealoUjS, a vindidtive god ?— Trem- 

^bJe left the good refitor ^IhouJd excom- 

Mt^riicatcT you, and then a dasmon> dbci- 

^dicnt to his beheft, . feize you, body 

*and foul together, and whiikyou off in 

ia twinkling, to keep compahy^i^ his 

infernarcrew I ; « . > 

* c'- ' ■ ._ ■ . .■ J : -■ » . / ; 

i Ybii ■ have- now fair wariifing, no jr 
dear brothei:. If,, neverthelcfsy you arc 
deteiftnined to perfcvere, let me point 
i^t&jym the^dlbft eitpeditk^ mode 
^ ckrryuig tpfaihappy cQhcluih>n this 
ad^i^jsnture.m hvrhich yourua fuch evir 
dent riik of being damned to all etex^ 
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nity. •^Sie deanly^bieiovedfof ^ ijij^priaft 

muft of courfe haye Q devotional -t^u^p. 

In treating her therefore .with comfits, 

cake^j aad fweet^iBeatSA;rbi^ (uirq)to\pre- 

:fcnt her occaiiotially, with ^ ;M^dQQW 

in fugar, or perhaps, ii) pre£^ence» ;a 

good reprefentation of the, gi^^ tic St, 

-Chriflopher^ in which the con^.£tio;^r 

iiAs done hina rankle juftice in if^l^^ 

rpart* -When by. ithjefe ^refant^ yjtm 

Jiave prepared jthe wasy, .y0i*^ay hi)W?* 

opportunities be wantiitg/rrryto ha^^^ 
only to attend to the different^ modes of 
tmging ithe ohurcb-bell. -^ Hark ! fhat 
snournful toll ! fome pojpr Qhi;iftiAn Qotv 
breathes: bis laft rr- ix»w., liow. .i^. J^ 
lime for my happy. ibiipthfcr ,to Jbfqa^ 
the vows of Joare.!--r-l!hatft)TOd<Ht*alte 
the dear uncletq tJbeptHoiw Qfiar4y<Mg 
pariihion^i >tv«lxaA^iIDi>lQrya£lJi ^^e 
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ta the piUow ef his niece !— The. re- 
verend 'father addreffes* the paor expir- 
ing wretch, jpi a ftrain which alarms his 
foul within him : *~ be you cautious to 
make a. better choice of language, fo as 
not to alarm the lady, whofe prompt 
converfion is fo important an objeQ: 
with you. In ffiort, while the poor 
prieft is labouring, perhaps in vain, to 
fave a man from hell, do you make 
hafte to conduft a woman to heaven* 
■ Follow my dire&ions, Dolerval— 

fet heartily about the work — and 
make a beginning this very day. 

In fome weeks hence I may perhtips 
encourage you by my prefence. I in*. . 
tend to, take a trip to Paris, for thees> 
prefs purpofe of p.erfonally watching . 
the motions of my very good and faith« ^ 
fuliriend Varmont^ I ftiil pecfeverjt in 
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the firm Belief that Madem6ifeile de 
Terville, whom I find it impbflibie' ta 
banifh from my thoughts, hdnhtinol" 
where elfe but in his poflfeflJoij.^ *TJ$^ 
fuch a girl as her that I coutd'pardoii 
you for adoring ! — Oh ! brotKer, what 
a number of extravagant things you ' 
would have faid'anid done for* her ! -— ''' 

• • • • * • • 

you, whom the ruftic helpmate of a 
country prieft has already ^almoft de- 
prived of yoi/r fenfes ! " 

You* will of courfe take it for grant- 
cd, Dolerval, that I do not intend to 
pafs near Tours without flopping to 
fpend at leaft four and twenty hours 
with Madame D'Etioles. — You and I 
will take a walk together to the pelby- 
tery •— Iha'n't we ? — I am truly curi- . 
otw to have a fight of the little niece. 
— Heavens !. if I l?vas to find her the * 
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counterpart i^ Dulcinear del Tobofo ! 
— Metotime, until the day arrives 
when I fl^r enjoy the agreeable fur- 
prife, adieu, my dear friend ! -— be 
convinced that I love you, and that I 
love my fifter. 



END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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